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Kestructuering Schools addresses var

s approgct

Wiest

s tor the process of re-
structuring schools and new roles and
respansibilines for educators and pol
wvmakers at the local and state levels
Part One discusses restructuring from
varied perspectives and describes pro
aher rela

pesals 1o student reacher

sachitional

hips changing

methods of nstrucnon and learming
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I did now expeat o like Walbing
Trees Teaching Teachers in the Nen
Yok City Schoals when | sat down 1o

[ niversity ef Meaine. Crone

reacd it The breh imrroductory deserip
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ment program. ve read oo
accounts of similar expericnoes and
development  programs  throughout
the country. Often these narratives are
self-indulgent and preachy. pacans o
the ability of process writing methods
I couldnt
have been more wrong in my precon

ceprions abour Fletcher s words. Wl

toy cure all ills in any school

e Trees is o wonder

It s the story of Flercher's introdu
rion to the New Yark Cirv school svstem
as 4 weacher wainer ina writing staft
tlevelopment program. There are many
paths he f dlewws in his veark MR jor-
nev—gprowing 10 understand children
as wriers, the disparnm an the svstem
and the vast differences i qualiny and
artitucle of different
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aphor for strengths and weaknesses in
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the
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stutlents in our schools

atmosphere so inmhumane st hiool]

cre teachers given such a meager diet
aof respect? Why do e allow some
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rich truffles” of learning, while other
steelents are sterved for attention and
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Another compelling theme in the
hook is that of dearh, decay, and re-
birth Flercher weaves wogether beau
tfully the unfolding of the space shut-
e mragedy, personal  narratives of
children crumbling  buildings
wiathin the systeme and the denise of
his o marriage

Some educators may crimcize how
harshiv Flew her views a number of the
prncipals and teachers he deals with
in Welkbing Trees 1 believe he has
done a superb job of cataloguing

the

specihic wavs the difference berween a
Brurned-out and a bad eacher Taking
out specihie harsh references or avoid-
ing negative insights would transform
this text o pust another whinwy dhia
tribe aboutr how awful schools can be

Wealking  Trees lacks the  jargon
which counld make o be casilv ainto any
cducanonal camp. and it provides no
casv answers o problems i schools
Its grearest contribution o our held
may be that at helps us begin 1o ask
more of the right kinds of difficult
Cuesiions

The image of walking trees i the
ntle comes from the marrative of a
chiledd writing abour trees in Florida
that “walk with their roots, moving
vne foor every one hundred vears The
changing  schools
seem excrucitingly slow ar nmes
Flereher helps us see the faws and the
daitlv s o school svstems so0 that
perhaps someday reform mav. move
faster than those walking trees

Aviluble from Hemnemann Educa
nomal Books, Ine . 361 Hanover St
Portsmouth, NH (04501-3959
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Serious Plavers in the
Primary Classroom

Selonet Weassermeinn

Noewe Yewde
Teachers Collepe Pross 1)
Reviewedd by Kadie fobnsens Seeattle
Weashuneton
For the practice of hobistic, child

centered elementany educanion in the
1990 the onlyv mussing howe-to paece

thinking ™ Now it is here in Selma
Wassermann's Seriows Plavers in the
Primery Classroom. The subtitle wells
wall Empowering Children Through
Active Learning Experiences

OF all the wavs  children  learn,

| Wassermuann states, “Ioas only play that

allows active, experimental imvolve-
ment: resting and trang, manipulating
virriables, gathering data in many dif:
ferent contexts, and interpreting data
o develop meaningful conceprs.” She
mtroduces a new stvle of instruction.
plav-debriefreplav.” and  gives  de-
tniled suggestions for serious play in
every curniculum area. alwavs backed
by meaningful concepts

It s the “debricf” part thar s
unigue. it s thiough debriching thar
Children Tearn to think Wassermunn is

Serions Plavers is full of examples of

aware that reachers are rrained o want
right answers only, but “life's most
mnterestng and lET‘I|,'I(\I'I'.lf‘lI (]UL‘SIIUT‘[.\
rarelyv have single, correct answers,
onlv beter and  less-good  choices ™

how 1o debrief plav experiences. Eval-
uation of the process, wholly different
from traditional evaluation and testing
twhich are supportive and empower-
ing of neither children nor eachers),
has its own chapter

Plav-debrief-replay doesn't give stu-
dents the “right” conceprs. “Debrief:
ing begs for replay. so the children
can find out for themselves. That s
empowering " 5o s this book

Available  from  Teachers College
Press. 1234 Amsterdam Ave . New |
York., NY 10027
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Practical Books on Design Technology in Education...

has been “children learn o think by

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: Children's Engineering
Susan Dunn. Gladstone School District, Oregon.,
and Rob Larson. Oregon Museum of Science and Indusir

“Required reading. This 1s a remarkable book. lavishly illustrated with color photo-
graphs and supplemented by Susan Dunn’s delightfully clear graphic illustrations. The
graphics are full of clever engineering deas and would provide a wonderful resource
for students.” —Loge Exchange

This book presents clear examples and techmiques for holistic models of teaching and
follows the design process from context 1o case studies
1989 « 184 pages « Color [lustrations
Paperback ISBN [-B5000-590-7 $19.95
Forthcoming...
POP-UP PAPER ENGINEERING:
Cross-Curricular Activities in Design Technology, English and Art
Paul Johnson. Director of the National Book Art Projecr. UK
There 15 no area of paper technology more popular with children than pop-up engi-

neening. This book, the firstof its kind. introduces the language of pop-up forms in stage-
by-stage practical workshops for teachers and pupils

1991 « 184 pages « Color llustrations
Paperback ISBN 1-85000-909-0 $20.00

To order call TOLL FREE 1-800-821-8312
Falmer Press, c/o Taylor & Francis, 1900 Frost Road, Ste 101, Bristol, PA 19007
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Reviewve by Rew | Pellicano. New Yol
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Prased PO review of o RIS RRTRIR T T
sehool reform in the Cnited Kingdom

Dale proposes that the “State”™ s not
neureal thar s committed o the
presenvanon of o marken ccononi
aned that it must solve three problems

support of the capital accumulaton
Process, guarantecing a context for is
an:d the legin-
mation of the capitalist mode of pro-
duction. including the State's own part
ot Accepting resistance, pluralism
and contrachiction as part of the reform
mihieu. Dale wries that “we are faced
with A contnuing series of rarely
conclusive skirmishes on shifting wer

contnued UXpansion

rain, berween shifting alliances, inoan
overall context of a svsiem anemping
[y carm contradicton

through means that mav contlict

o

its vbjecnives
Ihus

tices The editor has organized  the

| essavs of leading rescarchers and -

functions |
with

1
Pale argues thar the Saie s

primactly mnterested i ensuring thar |

sthools are not used o reject, oppose
or propose alernanves 1o the market

ceonomy I sum, Dale provides pro

poments of school reform with an op
cratve  pluralisne defiminon of  the
Stare and irs normarive role in sira
turing and restrocturing schools B
the essential question remains . Fon

whom s the school bules

Avadlable  from Open Dversm
Pross. 1900 Frost R, Suaite 100, Bris
tol. PA 19907

Student Discipline
Strategies:
Research and Practice
e € Mealos
Vheory New Yool
Seate orniversity eof Newe Yearde Pross 100040

Repieweel v Themees B e el o
tese Collewe Spetrtanbng Sonih Cearoline

Fhis book evaluates current disc
pline and the emerging body of re
scarch on disaphine strategies 1o an
the
works Inoso domge, Moles Blls o v

ST crucil S|lIL'\TIIII'I of  what

uum in the voluminous hiterature on

classroom and school discipline pri
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tnnoners—Duke, Furtwengler. Dovle,
Emmer. and others—io help the seri-
ous student of school discipline stay

current with what seems 1o work. The |

e is sl ot
Pohcvmakers  and will
hined much o ponder in this summan

P Wessors

and analvsis of research and experi-
mentation. They will fnd much
support for punhhnwm or suspen-
ston—aor much for “one best method

They will find the research on Asser-
tive Discipline, Teacher Effectivencess
Training, Reality Therapy, Behavior
Modifcation, and the like—Fascinar-
ing but inconclusive. The Anal sed

tion on schoolcommunity strategies

outlines a number of promising pro-
grams where leaders  have
worked with police and other com-

school

muniv agencies 1o design effective
COOPCTAtIve strategies 10 improve stu-
dent behavior

Available from State University of
New York Press, State University Plaza
Alhany, NY 12246, for $1795

School Effectiveness and
School Improvement
T Peters. and 1) Reveredels
Amsterdam
Sty aneed Zewtlinger

i

Creeners
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Keviewed by Ronald B Musoleno, West
Grene. Pennsvivannia

s publication is most usetul for
in an nternanonal
comparison of rescarch and practice
as they pertain o the effecive schools

those interested

Ihe editors have selecied
Aseries of papers that were presented

movement

at the Second Internatnonal Congress
for School Effectiveness (1CSEY held in
Rotterdam i January 1989 The pur
pose of TCSE is 1o provide an interna-
nonal forum for the exchange of infor
naton of  crincal
vopromote dialogue among

and  discussions
IssLes, Tt
rescarchers and practinoners. o foster
networks the work of
natiomal coordinating rweams

and o assist

This volume underscores this pur

poseo it presents g look ar what some |

| countries are doing in response o the

cliectiveness movement and
hewe they are applving this rescarch in
priactice their

sehonol

at respective schools
Contributing papers present rescarch

on a vareny of topics including evalu

aton of school effecnveness t!t‘\'dﬂ]‘- !

Trainees will experience:
« Positive classroom
| management techniques

[ « Higher level thinking skills and
implemeniation

« Strategies to incorporate
| social skills easily

[

1

+ Simple structures which adapt
to any curriculum or lesson

« Ways to keep all students
actively involved throughout
lessons, directions, activities

- Strategies for integrating
curriculum

+ Step-by-step techniques for
structuring the cooperative
classroom for success

or: Attend a Four Day i

Summer Institute in Oregon

| By the author of the books:
Structuring the Classroom
Successfully for Cooperative
Team Learning and The First
Four Weeks of Cooperative
Learning. activities and
materials

Teresa L. Cantlon

Schedule summer training through:
C&M Education Consultants
PO Box 19044
Portland, OR 97219

(503) 588-0222 or (503) 694-5970
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ment of performance mdwcators and
cducanonal  policv, and  developing
models for effective schools Those
sections of the book dealing with e
ports on school efeciveness rescarch
and actual school improvement effors
are most valuable for both rescarchers
and practitioners

Available from Swers and Zeithinges
Amsterdam

The Contexts of Teaching
in Secondary Schools
Teachers Realities

Welhrey W Molangeblin or al

Teerehe

Kerewed by Coretchen Scbweerrtz Stiflvea

fer, CMrfeahe i

This is an exaung time for educa
nonal rescarch! An essenmal clement
in school reform. eaching practices
and policy analvsis is being exam
ined—ithe bronarn clement In the in
trocductory chapter Mclaughlin and
Falbert sav thar effecnve eaching, in

addition 1o leadership and  sche

goals, “also depends on another, mor
fl\[11|‘1||.|l{'1: set of factors, nameh
how teachers think and feel abow
what th
secondary school workplace as mul

hev do 7 The central wdea of the

riple embedded contexis™ appears of
ten in a study of how social and com
munity values  affecr wachers, ina
study on the impact of the structure of
high school departments, and in an
examination of professional develop
ment. All nine chapters are informa
tive and thought-provoking, delving
into the realiny of secondary reaching
In ways previous research has filed o
do—bccause rescarchers filed o ask
teachers  anmvthing Teacher  readers
will be glad to And rthat someone out
there” acknowledges thar - many expe
nienced teachers find evaluation and
supervision practices o be unhelpful
|[| | ‘ql

Innovative perspectives in the last
chaprers are of special import 1o poh
cvmakers, from ste legislators o

building administrators Realism le:

to real hope Orher researchers
should famiharnize  themscelves  with
this bhook

Available  from Teachers  College
Press, 1234 Amsterclam Ave New
York. NY 10027, §21.95 paper,. $42.95
cloth
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