
Missing Link
We were very pleased to set our arti 
cle. New Directions for Educating the 
Children of Poverty, in Educational 
Leadership (September 1990) Your 
journal reaches a wide and highly in 
fluential audience, who. we hope, will 
find the article useful

Upon reading the article, however. 
we realized we had failed to note that 
the study on which the article is 
based was funded hy the OOfice of 
Planning, Budget, and Evaluation in 
the L S Department of Education 
(Contract No. LC880M001) This 
omission is regrettable for two rea 
sons First, federal funding for the 
study underscores the government s 
commitment to improving schcxjls 
for the children of poverty Second. 
the department has published a two- 
volume report from the study that is 
available to the public Copies of the 
report arc available from

Office of Planning. Budget, and 
Evaluation

L. S Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave . S %
Room 312"
Washington. DC 20202
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Not the Usual
The Synthesis of Research on Com 
pensatory and Remedial Education hy 
Anderson and Pelliccr (September 
1990) does not meet the academic 
standards generally associated wrth 
your publication The synthesis of re 
search articles typically command con 
siderable respect and are frequently 
quoted, so the) make a significant 
impact on the field. In this case, an 
important disservice to education is 
now in print.

The references cited are simply in 
sufficient to treat the topic. There are 
onlv 14 sources, three coauthored hv

Letters

Anderson and four originating in 
South Carolina These are too few to 
synthesize as representative of all 
compensator} education programs

The article also lacked internal in 
tegrity There is little to link the ulti 
mate goal of compensatory and reme 
dial programs   to bring academically 
deficient students hack into the aca 
demic mainstream (p 14) with

schcx)ls should create substantially 
diWercnt instructional programs for 
compensator} and for remedial stu 
dents (p. 1?). Xone of the authors 
recommendations are hacked hy spe 
cific. research based findings

Compensator} education has per 
formed a valuable service that is virtu 
ally never recognized ft has made 
money available to local educators 
who develop plans for educating iden 
tified youngsters at the site Thus, local 
schools have become the laboratory of 
educational practice with control for 
decision making in the hands of the 
practitioners   teachers As with any 
laboratory situation, there have been 
successes, failures, or (most com 
monly) limited successes This is not 
shocking It is normal It is what one- 
should expect It certainly should not 
be criticized with a statement such as
There is no single identifiable educa 

tional program that we can reliably 
term compensator} and remedial

If Anderson and Pellicer really want 
to research the impact of compensa 
tory education programs. I suggest a 
careful study of how teachers and 
teaching have changed We have 
surely come to new understandings 
about skill-based curriculums. pull out 
laboratories, small group formats, di 
rect instruction, open classrooms, and 
countless other innovations   which 
would never have been explored in 
depth without compensator}' educa 
tion funds.
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Quality Teachers
Six Steps to Teacher Professionalism 

hy Arthur Wise (April 1990) was excel 
lent as far as it went, and if I were a

parent or an average citizen. Id prob 
ably believe (incorrectly) the six steps 
listed would solve our sch(xil prob 
lems. Wise failed to mention the two 
basic qualities of an outstanding 
teacher, the ability to teach and the 
skill to manage large groups of stu 
dents while actively teaching He ne 
glected to say how he would pro;x)se 
to seek out and screen for these s;»e- 
cial people. He mentions student teach 
ing. I assume at the graduate level What 
happened to pre-student teaching? The 
concentration on student teaching, in 
ternships. and competency tests implies 
that one masters information and then 
disseminates the knowledge to eager 
and prepared students

I suggest to Wise that we need to 
have tightei incentives at the freshman 
level First, a payscale that adequately 
rewards the expertise of teachers 
would attract more and better quali 
fied student teachers Second, pre 
student teaching is really an excellent 
indicator of what it takes to he not only 
a qualified but a capable teacher List. 
teaching techniques and how -to 
classes should he required for teach 
ers to gain the skills necessary for the 
challenge in the classroom

By the time of graduation some of 
the pre-cducators should have lx_'cn 
screened out in the observation and 
student teachers courses. We need 
more bright teachers who are first 
skilled in the art of leaching, then well 
educated and well paid. and. last of all. 
able to pass a relevant and nonhiased 
state or national paper test

Education Revolution
We commend you for printing an ani 
cle that has the potential to revolution 
ize public education in the United 
States. Individual Education and the 
tRs by Evans. Corsini. and Gazcla. 
(September 1990) They have outlined 
a tested, innovative, and thoroughly 
democratic approach to elementary 
and secondary education. We urge all 
school systems to review Corsini s 
proposals as the educational system of
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( h< tit c f< ir the 90s How long arc we to 
continue with ;in antiquated svstcm 
designed in the early 19ih century'1
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New Legislation for Chapter 1

AiukTson and Pc!lncrs Svnthesis of 
Research on Compensators Hducation 
and Remedial Hducation (September 
1990) refers to several weaknesses in 
Chapter 1 programming laek of coor 
dination of (onipcnsatorv education 
programs with regular or special edu- 
catvon < lassrooms. an excess of scat- 
\vork assigned to students, and lack of 
SIK (ess of compensatory education 
students in the regular classrooms

But it tails to mention that Congress, 
when it reauthori/etl Chapter 1 in 
1988. revised the law (P I. 100-29") to 
address these verv weaknesses ,V - 
cording to the new legislation. Chap 
ter 1 administrators must provide as 
surance that Chapter 1 projects are 
< losclv coordinated with regular and 
spc< ia! educational programs Protect 
design must contain specific strategies 
for teaching and measuring progress 
in more advanced skills. And finally. 
Chapter 1 youngsters are not consid 
ered successful unless they experi- 
eme success in their regular class 
rooms With this reauthori/ation. 
Congress has given compensatory ed 
ucation additional support and new 
direction

In Michigan, we are working to eo- 
ordinate our New Definition of Read 
ing and our New Math Standards with 
the new Chapter 1 mandate to provide 
quality programs for Chapter 1 stii- 
dents so they can succeed in school, 
no matter which programs they're as 
signed to

MAKM:M I)t VKIIS 
('oordinator

f.'ha/iler I Sccoinlan' I'rofininis 
Grand Kafiitk. Michigan

The Montessori Way
I thoroughlv enjoyed Merrill Harmin s 
article (September 1990) on Grace 
Pilous Workshop Way" I appreciate 
the comparison of the Grace Pilon ami 
Maria Montessori methods because 
both honor the dignity of children and 
trust children's innate desires to learn 

However. I question whether, as 
Harmin s article Mated, the Pilon 
method gives students more chances 
to learn from each other, entices 
more students into active participa 
tion, allows for more self-responsibil 
ity, ami more opportunity to manage 
their own powers than the Montes 
sori method does. The total Montes 
sori philosophy ami curriculum 
thrives on cooperative learning: peer 
tutoring, active participation with the 
beautiful hands-on materials, real-life

activities, and experiments in science 
ami geography: self-directed work: 
and an environment that encourages 
self-motivation

There are now 110 public school 
distriets and 4.000 private schcxils in 
the I'.S. using Montessori methods 
and curriculum If you d like more 
information about Moptessori train 
ing, write Barbara Moffitt. N C.M.E. East 
Coast Headquarters. P.O. Box 8131W1. 
Smyrna. GA 30081 If you want public 
school Montessori information, write 
Dennis Schapiro. Public School Mimt- 
essorian. 230 110th Ave S. Minneapo 
lis. MN SS-ilS.

GlNCiKR MCKKN/.IE

E\eculire Director
Ainarillo Montvssori Academy and

Elementary Teacher Training Center
Aniarillo. Texas

Make Your School the Best...
See u s a t 

Booths 236 
and 1007

Teach Positive Action, ~~~
the award- 
winning 
K-8
self-concept 
curriculum 
and school 
climate 
program . . .

that works!
— Awards to schools using Positive Action —

U.S. Dept. of Education's National 
School Recognition Award, 1990

Awarded to Anderson Elementary in 
Texas a nd Pinedale Elementary in
Wyoming

For free information, introductory video, 
and/or preview lots, call 1-800-345-2974.

U.S. Dept. o f Education Drug-Free 
School, 1990

Buckhorn Elementary is one of seven 
Ftonda schools nominated.

Positive Action Co. 
321 Eastland Drive 
Twin Falls, ID 83301
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