
ASCD IN ACTION

ASCD'S MISSION.

DEVELOPING 
LEADERSHIP FOR

QUALITY IN
EDUCATION FOR

ALL STUDENTS

URBAN MIDDLE GRADES 
NETWORK FOCUSES 
ON IMPROVING 
STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT
The 15 participating schools and sys 
tems in ASCD's Urban Middle Grades 
Network (UMGN) are striving to im 
prove the academic achievement of 
disadvantaged youth. Last summer 
they convened their third meeting in 
Vail, Colorado, to refine their five- 
year school improvement plans in 
major content areas writing, read 

ing, mathematics, and speaking.
Participants also worked on grant 

proposals sponsored by the Edna Mc- 
Connell Clark Foundation under 
writers of the UMGN project. In De 
cember, five sites were awarded 
$30,000 each, effective January 1. 1991: 
Wichita, Kansas; San Antonio, Texas, 
Seattle, Washington; Long Beach, Cali 
fornia; and Denver, Colorado The 
money is being used to support staff 
development initiatives to improve in 
struction and help students achieve- 
high standards in one or more content 
areas. Grant recipients have one year 
to implement their proposed staff de 
velopment plans

Although not funded for this round 
of awards, the New Orleans, Louisiana, 
and Tucson, Arizona, teams were in 
vited to submit revised proposals be 
cause of the potential merit of their 
initial grant submissions.

Finally, the 15 teams met again Feb 
ruary 6-9 in Miami to revisit teams' 
progress in implementing the writing 
and communication components of 
their school improvement plans. As 
sessment issues in each area were also 
addressed, and the latest research, 
practice, and literature in mathematics 
and reading were presented by fea 
tured speakers and workshop leaders, 
including Steve Parsons, an 8th grade 
teacher from Fairfax, Virginia, who 
demonstrated research-based mathe 
matics strategies with youngsters from 
Mays Middle School; Marie Carbo, who 
demonstrated strategies that have dra 
matically accelerated youngsters' read 
ing achievement and turned unmoti- 
vated readers into avid readers; and 
Beverly Bimes-Michalak and Jim 
Chesebro, who offered concrete sug 
gestions for increasing students' abili 
ties to communicate clearly

Project Facilitator is Helene 
Hodges, Director of Research and 
Information for ASCD.



TAKE 
ACTION
Join the Network for School Uni 
versity Partnerships, which works 
lo promote dialogue between 
schools and universities and devel 
ops professional practice schools, 
summer institutes, and ongoing pro 
grams during the school year to ben 
efit schools and universities. For fur 
ther information contact:

Richard Kobliner
Benjamin Cardo/.o High School
5700 223rd St.
Bayside, NY 11364
718-631-7514

If you are interested in writing for 
Educational leadership, p lease keep 
in mind our audience practicing 
K-12 educators. The themes for the 
upcoming 1991-92 issues are now 
available and are published fre 
quently See page 79 If you would 
like a copy of our Guidelines for 
Writers, call ASCD's Publications De 
partment (703-549-9110) and ask for 
Terry Lawhorn, ext. 427. Jennifer 
Beun, ext 402, or Becky DeRigge, 
ext. 404 These new Guidelines w ill 
be available in early March

FOR YOUR 
CALENDAR
Upcoming Annual Conferences
1991. San Francisco, March 16-19
1992. New Orleans. April 4-~
1993. Washington. D.C.. March 27-30 
(50th anniversary1 of the founding of 

ASCD')
1994. Chicago. March 19-22

Upcoming Mini-conferences
March 13-15. 1991. Preconference

Institutes, San Francisco 
April 10-12. 1991. Whole Language,

Alexandria. Virginia 
April 24-26, 1991, Staff Development

Leadership Retreat. San Antonio.
Texas

ASSOCIATION FOR SUPERVISION AND CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL
DONNA JFAN CARTER. J nsiens U-ammg {.orp -vin Hi- 

California. President
CORRINF P HILL Print ipal. Wasaiih Elementan Sail 

Citv. I'tah. President-Kleci
PATRICIA CONRAN Superintendent. Eagle C .ounrv S, h

rRAjNClNF. DELANEY. Supervisor. Ashcvillc Cirv Si"hex>

DELORESGREENE, Assistant Superintendent Rlchmor
Puhlit S< hoolv Richmond. V irginia 

BARBARA T JA< KSON Executive Assistant to the Supe
tendcnt Region C. DC Public Schools. Washington 

Elimi «' JENSEN. Associate Superintendent for Instn
U-xington <,ounrv School D^mct Five. Ballenimc. S-
Ca

IITHER K1SFR. \SMKI,IK.' Supt-rtniendent for Curntul 
and Instruction. Ames Community SchfMils. Ames. l-

CHARLES PATTERSON. IX-pun Superintendent Kille 
Independent School Disiriti Killeen. Texas

ARTHI'R ROBERTS. Pn>fessor of Education I mversirv

DAVID ROBINSON Supenntendeni. Sheridan Publu 
S.h<H.U Sheridan. Arkansas

Sute I nivcrsirv. Murfreeshoixt Tennessee 
AKTHCR SIT;UJ-:R. Superintendent. Oklahoma Cit\- Publu

Sthools Oklahoma Cin Oklahoma

HEADQUARTERS 
STAFF
GORDON CAWF.LTLEm-K/H* /Arrc/or 
OlANE BERRETI LfVpurv Executive DifKtnr 
FRANK BFTTS Director CTRC. 
RONALDS BRANDT Execulnv Editor 
JOHN BRALOVF.Ylmi-ft>r Administrative ."ifrvue^ 
IIFJ-FNF HODGES, WfWtor Research and Informal inn 
Sl'SAN NIKLAS/>in?i/<ir Field Sen ices 
MICMELLE TERRY Drn?r*or Pmjeaaonal netv/opmvnt 
Franone Addinxi. Teddv Arwara. Vickie Bell Kimher Bennett. 
Rodert Bcnnen. Sandv Berdux, Karla Bingman Joan Brand!. 
Don«hv Bniwn. Karhv Bnwrv Roben Bri'an. Jenniftrr Beun. 
Cotatc Burgess. Angela Caesar. Barbara Camcy-Coston Sallv 
Chafmanjohn Chccklcv R C Chcmauli Sandra Claxton. 
( jme Conn. Agnes Crawford. Elainc Cunningham Mama 
D Art-anfft-ki. Tamrnv Dt-ane. Paula Dclo William Demnvm-s 
rVvk> Di-Rigge. Gloria Dugan. Shiela EHiMin. C.illian 
Fiippainck. Christine Fusccllani. Rcgina ("iusMc Dunthv 
flames, Vn-ki Hamxx-k. Vonda llarlan. Marv O HarriMin x«i 
Hanliel. Da-aync Haves. Davene Holland, lulic Hnui7. Angela 
Hiward rx-hhif Hiiwenim. HamM Hurch. Arcldtc Hvmes Jo 
Ann Inck I<IK>S Marv Jones, Totla Junes. Michelk- KdK 
Siephanie Kenwnrth\' Leslie Kieman, Lars K<mgsricm. MulH'llc 
Kiiskivki, Tern- Laa-hiirn, John Mackic. Indu Madan. JIIMX-

Mcmman Jackic Miles Ron Milena. Ginger Milk-r Frantt^ 
Mindcl. Narx-v Mixlrak, Cerylk Fnits MirfMt- C jriiu Niven.-. 
lohn O Ned, Jav-ne Osgocxl Millie Ouiten. Margcrv Palmer 
Kt-Kin Pamcll. Javshrcc Patel. Margini Patcl. Yvcttc Pelt S«Jnev 
Petrv Can ATI Pool. Jackie Puner. Hurnr Priwrll, Vcrnon Pntn. 
Pam Pri(-e Lorraine Pnmcau. Gena RamlaJI Mekxh Riifecwa^ 
Ju<lv RIXIL-. Mk-kcv Robinson. Gaylc RcviwcH. Cordelia 
R<r«+Tom, Beih Schwcinefuss. Bol) Shannon, Canilvn Shell 
Vafcnc Sprague. Lisa Street, Susan Thran. Diana Tomcse. Rene 

ipttntt. ludith Wagwaff. Haw Warren. Sum
\Tillis n>l\-n

PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE
LEAN KING. CHAIR. Assistant Supcnntemteni of Instruction. La
Mesa-Spring Vallcv School District. La Mesa. California
MONA BAILEY Assistant Supenmendeni. Seattle School Ors-
inn 1. Seattle. -OTashington
C1LF CHAVE7. ncpurv Superintendeni. Unleton Puhln
Schools. Unk-ton. Colorado
CARL GUCKMAN, Director. Program for School Improve-

DONALD HARKNESS Superintendeni. Manhas-^i imon 
Free School District. Manhassei Nc« York 
MARIAN UEBOW1TZ. Consultant Lawrenceville. New lersev 
LYNN Ml RRAY Principal. Fairneld Center School. Fairfk-td.
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