Reports based solely
on standardized test
scores portray a
limited view

of the literacy
accomplishments of
American students.

an assessment approach that will serve
avariety of purposes. Moffett and Wag
ner make rwo particularly significant
points. First, the dilemma arises be-
cause “a lot of evaluation is needed, a
number of parties and purposes must
be served, and yet evaluation can de-
stroy the very leaming it is supposed
to fa-ilitate” (p. 498). (One solution is
to embed evaluation in ongoing in-
structional procedures, along the lines
suggested above, rather than casting it
as a discrete item on the day’s agenda. )
Second, guiding students to reveal
their thinking and learning is impor-
tant: "Ordinarily students don't do
enough to provide the evaluator
something to see” (p. 499). By this
statement, the authors do not refer o
routine marks on a worksheet but 1o
the “constant producing and receiving
of discourse |where| the teacher is
freed from emceeing to circulate and
observe” (p. 499). Moffen and Wag-
ner's text demonstrates what is possi-
ble, at both conceptual and practical
levels
Part of the burden for enhancing
teachers’ assessment skills lies with
schools of education. Attention to assess-
ment is superficial, if not completely
lacking, in current preservice and inser-
vice programs. As a result, many teach-
ers lack confidence in their ability to
assess student progress. In their prepa-
ration programs, teachers should be
provided with a range of approaches

that place testing in a proper balance
with observation, interviewing, and per-
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formance samples. Those who assume
roles in administration, research, and
evaluation also need experiences to fa-
miliarize them with a broader array of
assessment techniques. For example, re-
search and evaluation should include
the qualitative as well as the traditional
quantitative methods (Ragin 1987)
For the moment, it is at the school
level that teachers’ assessment tech-
niques need to be honed. We need to
create a professional environment in
which teachers can draw on one an-
other’s expertise through regular in-
teraction around the goals of the
school’s literacy program
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The Role of Assessment in
Decision

Classroom teachers work directly with
students to attain the goals of school-
ing, but individuals outside the class-
room also make decisions that influ-
ence student achievement. Evidence
based on teacher assessments can
prove useful at all levels of decision
making. At the school level, teacher
judgments can serve as the nexus for
joining practitioner teams (including
the principal and resource teachers)
more coherently than at present
(Fraatz 1987). Studemt portfolios pro-
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