EDWARD JENKINSON

How an Imaginary Movement
Is Being Used to
Attack Courses and Books

When irrational attacks are made on
teaching materials, educators must be prepared
to defend curricular freedom.
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ngry citizens in Washington and
A[ndiana have attempted to re-

move a thinking skills program
from classrooms, claiming it is tied o
the New Age Movement. In at least 12
other states, groups have demanded
the banning of textbooks and library
books that, they claim, contain ele-
ments of global education and New

Age religion.'

What Is the New Age
Movement?

In some communities, the New Age
Movement has replaced secular hu-
manism as the cause celebre in at-
tempts to ban books and courses from
the schools. The New Age Movement
is a supposed conspiracy that allegedly
aims to impose one-world govern-
ment and one-world religion on all
peoples of the earth.

A number of recent books describe
this purported conspiracy. For exam-
ple, in New Age Globalism, H. Edward
Rowe states:

The humanist “educrats” who control our
rovernment schools from the teachers
colleges 1o the curriculum are not there to
raise up a new generation of American
patriots who would defend their freedoms
to the death. To them thar is “passé.” They
are trying to raise up a new world order of

“internationalists” or “one worlders.” They
are convinced that nationalism is the cause
of wars, {chm_,-. disease, and ignorance.
They teach that only by raising up a gener-
ation of young people who see beyond the
baorders of their nation to a world order of
peace and brotherhood among all nations
will we solve these problems. They are
convinced that world socialism will rid the
world of greed and we will all have
enough

In Dark Secrets of the New Age (a
1987 book already in its sixth print-
ing), Texe Marrs declares:

The New Age has cast its rotten net in a
bold guest to destroy an entire generation
Its subversive influences permeate all of
society. It is imbedded in the curricula of
our public schools, infecting kids' library
and comic books; it has reared its hideous
head on Saturday morning TV cantoon
shows and trned many popular cinema
productions into celebrations of sorcery,
violence, and sadism

According to Douglas R. Groothuis
in Unmasking the New Age, the New
Age Movement is a result of the coun-
terculture’s displeasure with secular
humanism, which they say failed them.

Other critics of the New Age see it as a
direct outgrowth of secular human-
ism, which they believe destroved
public schools

Anti-New Age books such as those
quoted here give schoolbook protest-
ers a pretext for censoring books and
courses. The targets are nearly the
same as those that have preoccupied
the anti-secular humanists for 20 vears:
values clarification, situational ethics.
the occult, global education, one-
worldism, Eastern mysticism, tran-
scendental meditation, and so on

Three Protests

Recently, three school systems in Bat-
tle Ground, Washington, and Gibson
County, Indiana, have experienced bit-
ter batles in which ASCD's publica-
tion, Tactics for Thinking, a thinking
skills program, was characterized as a
manifestation of the New Age Move-
ment.

The first of the three incidents oc-
curred in Battle Ground, where a
group of 25 to 30 irate citizens alleged
that Tactics advances the occult and
brainwashes children. Many of the
protesters were “"home schoolers”
who did not even have children in
public school at the time. The school
board heard the charges and decided
they were unfounded. The protesters
then took the issue to the Instructional
Materials Committee, and that gro up
voted 24 to 1 to deny the challenge.

But at the time this article was writ-
ten, Tactics was "in a holding pattern”
along with other teacher training pro-
grams, according to the Battle Ground
superintendent, as a “result of the
backlash from the community.” He
added that a district commitiee was
thoroughly investigating a number of
thinking skills programs, including
Tactics, and was preparing a report.

During the spring of 1987, one of
the Gibson County school systems in-
vited three educators from Baule
Ground to conduct a training program
in Indiana. Shonly after that session
ended, an Indiana paremt read about
the Battle Ground controversy in a
publication on home schooling. She
wrote to Washington for more infor-
mation about Tacfics, became con-
vinced that it was tied to the New Age
Movement and globalism, and re-

cruited six others tor a group that
began to protest the thinking skills
program in two of the three Gibson
County school systems.

In school board meetings at East
and North Gibson and in intense let-
ters-o-the editor campaigns in several
area newspapers, the seven protesters
denounced Tactics, the New Age
Movement, and globalism. In North
Gibson, the supenimtendent, school
board, school administrators, and
teachers stood firmly behind Tacrics.
The program had also been endorsed
by the Chamber of Commerce, Par-
ners in Education, the Community Ad-
visory Council, and the Ministerial As-
sociation. Thus, it was not surprising
that the North Gibson School Board, at
its meeting in early May 1988, voted 5
to 0 to keep Tactics.

The situation in East Gibson was
more volatile, however. Three of the
protesters teach in East Gibson, and
thus they became powerful critcs-
from-within. Then the president of the
East Gibson classroom teachers’ asso-
ciation added his voice to the protest:
he was quoted as saying that the deci-
sion to use Tactics should be made by
the parents and not by teachers be-
cause “students belong to parents, not
teachers.™ He also openly opposed
academic freedom and teachers’ free-
dom to choose teaching methodology.

The protest leader, who does not
have children in public schools in
Gibson County, delivered an 8-page
statement at the December meeting of
the East Gibson School Board. In the
statement she charged that Tachics
uses "the same technique” emploved
“by hypnotists” and that the technique
is also used in mind control and in
“New Age meditation.™

At the March meeting of the school
board, the seven protesters pre-
sented their 42-page "Preliminary Re-
port Taken from the Supporting Re-
search of the Tactics for Thinking
Manual. " In it they claimed that “glo-
balists” will accomplish their goals by
being critical of the United States and
by stressing the need “for a break-
down of ethnocentrism (nationalism)
and a need for some form of world
government.”

The protesters’ report scrutinized
all of the references cited by the au-
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thors of Tactics, Robert Marzano and
Daisy Arredondo—a technique 1 have
never before seen in more than 15
vears of research on the schoolbook
protest movement. By ludicrously
strained logic, the protesters linked
many of Marzano and Arredondo’s ref-
erences o the New Age Movement
For example, Marzano cites The Work-
ing Brain by Alexander Romanovich
Luria, a standard reference for many
psychologists. Luria’s involvement in a
cross-cultural experiment in Uzbe-
kistan, however, prompted the pro-
testers to tie him to the quest for
one-world government.

Early in their document the protest-
ers noted thatr Marzano does not cite
page numbers in his references (7ac-
tics uses a modification of the APA
referencing system, which does not
cite page numbers except in direct
quotations), that failure, they assert,
“necessitates a reading of the entire
book. Exactly what material he is ref-
erencing he does not say.” They note
further: "He makes the chore of re-
searching his work as difficult as pos-
sible; therefore any reburtal by Mar-
zano of a critical appraisal of his work
would to us have no credibility. Nor
would any rebunal of anyone we
would suspect as a supporter of this
liberal thinking be acceptable to us ™

The seven protesters tied Tactics to
globalism by noting that Marzano “ref-
erences Megatrends by John Naisbit,
who states, ‘The fact is we have out-
lived the historical usefulness of rep-
resentative  democracy and we all
sense intuitively that it is obsolete.” "
The protesters further noted that, on
the back cover of Megatrends, Naisbitt
“received glowing endorsement from
Alvin Toffler, author of The Third
Ware, a New Age book, and from
Marilyn Ferguson, one of the world's
most infamous New Agers and the
author of The Aquarian Conspiracy.”
Thus, the protesters implied that Mar-
zano's Tactics should be considered a
product of the New Age Movement
because he “references” Naisbint who
is endorsed by "New Agers."”’

Tactics Defended
“Supporters of this liberal thinking”
were invited to present a case for

Tactics at the May meeting of the East
Gibson School Board. Ronald S
Brandt, executive editor of ASCD, and
I were given 35 minutes to present a
case for Tactics and to refute the argu-
menits of the protesters, who were also
given 35 minutes. Then each side was
given 15 minutes for rebutal.

In his opening staterment, Brandt
explained that Tactics "has no rela-
tionship whatever to global education.
Tactics neither favors nor opposes
global education; it deals with com-
pletely different content. Neither is it
intended to promote any form of gov-
ernment; that is not its purpose. We do
believe, though, that by teaching indi-
viduals how to be responsible, how to
organize and remember knowledge,
and how to reason logically, Tacrics
will help children become bener
American citizens."

In the remainder of the 35 minutes,
I focused on the arguments the protest
leader had presented to the East Gib-
son School Board in December. | gave
the members of the school board and
the protesters my commentary on that
8-page presentation.” [ also distributed
a two-page definition of global educa-
tion by James Becker, compared the
anacks on Tactics to the strategies
used against secular humanism, and
refuted the protesters’ definitions of
global education, anention control as
hypnotism, and pantheism. [ further
noted that in reviewing the protesters’
documents 1 had detected the direct
influence of five national organiza-
tions that rypically attempt to remove
materials from public schools: Eagle
Forum, Concerned Women of Amer-
ica, National Association of Christian
Educators, Citizens for Excellence in
Education, and Educational Research
Analysts. Through further investiga-
tion, 1 found materials that could be
traced to the John Birch Society. My
findings were not disputed in the pro-
testers’ rebuttal.

In their 35-minute presentation, the
protesters read from their 42-page
document and had students act out the
similarities among voga, self-hypnosis,
involuntary  attention, semi-trances,
and three exercises in Tactics that they
claim could cause students to fall into
trances without teachers’ realizing it.”

In the 15-minute rebuttal, Brandt
disputed the charge that the three
exercises constitute self-hypnosis. He
also repeated his contention that Tac-
tics has no connection with global
education, globalism, or 2ny "New Age
Movement.”

The main spokesperson in the pro-
testers’ rebunal was former Indiana
State Senator Joan Gubbins, who cur-
rently serves as a member of the Pres-
ident’s Committee on Education. She
congratulated the protesters on their
fine work and their concern for the
children in the community. Then she
read selected passages from Marzano's
own evaluation of the thinking skills
program and concluded that it is “a
litle oversold and grossly underin-
vestigated. " Approximately 60 percent
of the audience gave Senator Gubbins
and her companions a standing ova-
tion. The school board president an-
nounced that the board would vote on
Tactics al its June meeting.

At that meeting, the board passed
wo resolutions concerning Tactics
and thinking skills programs. The first
called for the East Gibson schook cor-
poration not to use Tactics in its staff
development program, yet allowed
teachers who had been using Tactics
to continue to do s0.'"” The second
resolution called for the appointment
of a team of administrators and teach-
ers "'to work together to select materi-
als to formulate a program that will
teach our students thinking skills.”""

Members of the audience jeered the
resolutions and stomped their feet;
some loudly sang "God Bless America.”
The president was forced to adjourn the
meeting before business was com-
pleted. The protesters vowed to con-
tinue their fight to remove Tactics from
the Gibson County schools, to recall
board members if necessary, and to
elect their own candidates to the board.
They have also called for the removal of
Tactics from school systems in at least
wo adjacent counties

Recommendations

How can educators prepare 1o meet
charges that schoolbooks and courses
should be removed because they al-
legedly reflect the New Age Movement
or secular humanism?
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1983,

God. Hemndon, Va.: Growth

Resources

The following books are examples of sources of irrational charges that courses and
teaching materials reflect the alleged New Age Movement.

Becker, mmdmhawmmv«t McGraw-Hill, 1979.
: America’s

dmmv«humim
Cumbey, Cnm!. The Hidden Dangers of the Rainbow. Shrevepor, La.:
amwu D.D.S. Handbook of Hypnotic Techniques. South NJ.: Power
Publishers, 1979, o

Geisler, Norman L. “The New Age Movement.” Bibliotheca Sacra (January-March 1987).
Groothuis, Douglas R. Unmasking the New Age. Downers Grove, Il WMIﬂ.
Hunt, Dave. Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust.

Ld-bn Tim. The Battle for the Public Schools. Old Tappan, N.).: Fleming H. Mlm

Marrs, Texe, Dark Secrets of the New Age. Westchester, lll.: Crossway Books, 1987,

Rowe, H. Edward. New Age Globalism: MM&MM:MMW
1985,

Publishing,
Schiafly, Phyllis, ed. Child Abuse in the Classroom. Westchester, Iil.: Crossway Books, 1984.

Demise. Shreveport, La.: Huntington House,

: Huntington

Eugene, Ove.: Harvest House,

1. Become familiar with charges
about secular humanism and the New
Age Movement. (See resources box
and my book, cited in foomote 13
below.)

2. Become familiar with cournt deci-
sions about secular humanism,'? keep-
ing in mind that the New Age charges
may have to be taken through the
courts before they, 100, are less threar-
ening. Don't respond hastily o the
charge that courses and books reflect
the religion of the New Age Move-
ment, Critics must prove that there is a
single New Age religion and that it is
the religion of the public schools. That
charge will be impossible to prove,
just as it is impossible t©o prove that
secular humanism is, indeed, a reli-
gion and that it is the religion of the
public schools.

3. Review the school district’s policy
for selecting materials, making sure
that it is comprehensive.

4. Review the school district’s pro-
cedures for handling complaints, mak-
ing sure that no individual has the
authority to remove a book or course
unilaterally. Then make sure that the
procedures are followed in every
complaint

5. Make sure that the policies and
procedures adopted by the school sys-
tem are available to all citizens.

6. Select materials that are consist-
ent with the educational objectives of
the school system and of specific
courses.

7. Form a support group of persons
in the community who are commit-
ted 1o a sound education for all
students.'?

As the controversy over Tactics has
shown only too clearly, unfounded
charges against school materials do
not necessarily burn themselves out
for lack of substance. Protesters can
pose a genuine threat 1o curricular
freedom, no matter what their claims.
Educators should not accede to the
demands of a vocal minority merely to
keep the peace; that would be directly

to our American values of
freedom of thought and expression.
Instead, educators must be prepared
to defend their choice of materials
with fairness and reason.OJ

uon for January, March, May, July Scptem
ber, and November of 1987 and for Janu-
ary, March, and May of 1988; also books
cited in the resources box by Bowen,

2. Steve Hoskins, Co-President, Battle
Ground Education Association, Letter to
the Editor, Oakland City Joremal, Dec. 16,
1987, p. 2.

3 "45 Anmend East Gibson Meeting,”
Oakland City Journal, Nov. 10, 1987, p_ 1

4. Presentation of leanne Georges o
the School Board o the East Gibson
School Corporation, December 14, 1987

5. “A Preliminary Report Taken from
the Supporting Research of the Taaics for
Thirdkirg Manual,” March 14, 1988 Com-
piled by Camille Aydt, Patricia Burkhart,
Cecile Caldemever, Deborah Cochrane,
Jeanne Georges, Vicky Georges, and Abby
Vukovich

6. Ibid, p. 6

Corporation on December 14, 1987, May
9, 1988

9. According to the protesters, three
exercises in Tadhic could cause students
to fall into self-hypnotic trances. The first
suggests 1o teachers that they have sw-
dents “focus their anention on some sum-
ulus (e.g., a spot on the wall). Explain to
them that you want them to focus all of
their energy for about a minute and ask
them to be aware of what it is like when
they are really trying to anend 1o some-
thing." The second exercise suggests that
teachers again have students focus their

ion on a st s, only this time
students are asked to “identify the physi-
cal charactentistics they associate with
raising their energy level (eg., sit up
straight, raise your head off vour neck).”
The third exercise: “Have students prac-
tice the attention control process period.
ically throughout the day ™

10. East Gibson School Corporation,
Board of School Trustees, Resolution 3,
passed 3-2 on june 13, 1988

11. East Gibson School G
Board of School Trustees, Resolution 4
passed 3-2 on June 13, 1988

12. See Grove v. Mead School District
No. 354, 753 F.2d 1528 (1985), Mozert v
HawWkins County Board of Education, 827
F.2d 1058 (1987), and Smuth v. Board of
School Commissioners of Mobile County,
827 F.2d 684 (1987).

13. Edward Jenkinson, The Schoolbook
Protest Movemeni: 40 and An-
swers. Bloomington, Ind.: Phi Delta Kappa
Educational Foundation, 1986, p. 93

Edward is Professor of En-
glish Education at Indiana University,
Wright Education Bldg, Rm. 214, Bloom-
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