sential in the way of education. The
toughest part is “the politics of sub-
traction.” That is, if you're going to
teach the United States Constitution
adequately, vou're not going to be
able to give much attention to the first
administration of Grover Cleveland.
You have to decide what is fundamen-
tal. Facing such choices is consistent
with the current mood.

Where, in your opinion, does vo-
cational education fit in the sec-
ondary curriculum?
In one respect | don't think it fits at
all. In the current economy, jobs
change so fast that any tvpe of job-
specific training is a very short-range
proposition. So to say that schools
should prepare studems for specific
entry-level jobs may be a nice objec-
tive but, if you can't do everything in
high school, a low priority.
Put another way, in a rapidly chang-
ing job market the most important
vocational training is general educa-
tion, which is exactly what the Com-
mittee on Economic Development and
other business groups have been say-
ing over and over for five or six vears.
So, in many of our schools that serve
kids who mostly don't aspire to higher
education, wise principals are now
saying to students, “Look. This pro-
gram we're putting together may not
seem to speak to vour immediate job
prospects; but in fact it is the most
important vocational education vou
can get, because it’s teaching vou how
to teach vourself in a constantly chang-
ing situation.”
I must also say that some of the
vocational education courses I've seen
are superbly taught, because they
force the kids to do the work. In shop
after shop, I've seen teachers who are
in the habit of pushing the problem
out to the kids, engaging them. Happi-
ly, some of those teachers are pre-
pared to use their talents teaching
general education. One whom 1 ad-
mired most—a teacher of electricity—
I wrote about in my book. He was just
magnificent, and under no illusion
that he was teaching for entry-level
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jobs: he was teaching basic education-
al skills. It's that kind of imaginative
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