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Writing About
Our Problems

his 1s an experiment. It was in-

spired by my participation in a

workshop sponsored by the In-
stitute  tor Writng and Thinking at
Bard College in Massachusetts, one of
the institutions vigorously promoting
writing the curriculum,”
which 1 had heard about but hadn’t
really understood

ACTOSS

One purpose of the workshop was |

to explore the idea thar educators
could use writing to address profes
sional problems. At several points dur-
ing the dav our group leader asked us
to write freely for hve minutes We
observed that it actually helped us ind
out what we thought about the topic
under discussion. When we
aloud what we had writen
umes we wrote just for ourselves). the
process gave us a feeling of equalin
because each of us had our turn

Clarifving thoughts through writing
wasn't a revelaunon for me because 1
frequently use writing in my work
What new for me
continuously. You see, 1 have fallen
nto the habit of revising as 1 write. |
can’t write more than hve or six words
without immediately editing mvself. As
a result, writing for me is a laborious,
pamstaking process

For example, I'm not partculark
happy with saving “wasn't a revela
tion” back there, because its not ex
actlyv right I'm fiinding it hard 1o resist
the temptation o hix it reht now. But
I'm not gomg to, because at the work
shop I wrote without stopping for the
first time i vears. 1 wasn't wrinng for
anvone  but mwself, ler
flow—and the feeling of self-expres
sion was exhilaratng

I am determined o write this over
view the same wave straight through

read
{ some

Wil

sar 1 ojust
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without stopping. I'll probably revise it

later. so what vou read wont be a
verbatim hrst draft, but I hope it will
have conunuitv and coherence

Now vou know what 1 meant by
referring to an experiment in the first
sentence. The habit of stopping every
few words to review and improve my
writing has become so ingrained that
I'm finding it verv hard 1o keep going
But if some people can quit smoking.
surelv 1 can quit kibitzing mvself

Writing in bits and starts may not be
vour problem. and it's probably not
vour students problem either. but few
of us write as tluenthv as we could
Adults might be more comfortable
with writing if our teachers had ex
pected us to write repeatedly. and
mformally, as a regular part of even
class. Soif 1 were a teacher of socal
studies or science or home econom
1cs. I would stant having students write
about their learning. as the authors in
this 1ssue suggest

As it s, I'm going to recommend to
those 1 work with that when we've got
a problem. thev e writing about . 111
Write too—not necessarily in an orga-
nized. impersonal memo. but in hand-
wrninng on a lined vellow pad. or on a
word processor

1 know 1 can do it. because 1 just
wrote this piece from beginning 1o
end without once stopping to second-
guess myself. The experniment suc-
ceeded' 1 feel like writing about it

Rem Bt
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