In Search of Mind: Essavs

In Autobiography.

lerome Bruner
New York
Harper & Row. 1953

—Reviewed by Frances R Link, Curriculum
Development Asiociates, Washington, D.C
Jerome Bruner has written a senious,
engaging, and mystenous set of autobio-
graphical essavs. This new volume ex-
' emplifies Bruner's power to wnte cle-
gantly and to extend our thinking and
knowledge about psvchology, educa-

tion, and the human condition
The Essavs recount Bruner's book

and rescarch, including A Study of

Thinking (1956) and The Process of F.du-
cation (1959). The latter. a report on an
international conference on
education at Woods Hole, transformed
the nature of curriculum development,
a surpnse cven to Professor Bruner
Toward a Theory of Instruction appeared
during the development of the curricu-
lum, “Man: A Course of Studv. ™
In the chapter, “The New Curricu-
lum,” Bruner describes how the “Sput-
| nik shock™ was transformed into a cur-
riculum reform movement. In this essav

scicnce |

he likens the “ideal curniculum-maker i

to Socrates instructing the slave in the

Meno—one who arranges things in !

such a wayv that evervbody will under-
stand, all will be among the ‘cans’ rather
than the ‘cannots’ * In contrast, Bruner
says most psychologists typically con-
struct tasks or tests that scparate the
children who can from those who can-
not, the former being labeled “smarter”
or “more mature.” He reviews the his-
tory of the curriculum movement when
university scholars and teachers worked
| in collaboration. His tentative interpre-
| tation of what “killed” this curriculum
| movement is worthy of analysis and

continued discussion. The far “nght”

attack on “Man: A Course of Study’” has

made clear for him that any inquiry into

what makes human beings human is a

education, particularly in the United
| States.
| taught in many classrooms in the U.S
Australia, and the United Kingdom
makes it a classic. Bruner believes that

plunge into a central political issue of

| and being a “sensitive” father, personal

The fact that “man" s still |

teachers and students remam the great-
est influence in the process of change |
'd”(l mn fit'tcrllll”lﬂg \\}Hil 15 “'{lrlh knfl“- |
ng

Early in the Essays. Bruncer discusses
the mamstream psvchology that he en-
countered as a graduate student at Har-
vard. He savs he did not realize that the
intellectual hde was turning. He writes: |

What happened of course was that psv- |
chology's world was turned topsy-turvy not
by psvchology stself but by modemn theories
of computation, of linginstics, of anthropol-
ogy, indeed even of hiology

In the chapter, “Ornaments of Con-
sciousness, Bruner itroduces the idea
of the narrative mode of thinking rather
than the logical mode, and discusses On
Knowing: Essays For the Left Hand, |
published in the 605 |

Each autobiographical essay 1s analvt-
ical. interpretive, and musical. Themes
reoccur related to new concepts and
experiences, alwayvs developing intellec-
tual harmonv and new personal insights
into relationships  among  the  disci-
plines. In one sense the essavs are
Bruner's personal history and commen-
tarv on (|(:\'(‘]Upnlt'ma| ps_\'(|m|ug_\. psv-
cholinguistics, and education. In anoth- |
er sense, they are an adventure where
one 1s privileged to mect extravagant
people.

Professor Bruner taught at Harvard
from 1945 to 1972, From his position as
head of the Center for Cognitive Stud-
ies, which he helped found in the
1960s, he continued his research and
teaching at Oxford University until
1951, and 15 now at the New School for
Social Research in New York City
Professionally and personally, he has
come full compass. He shares important
memories of his vouth in New York,
tender glimpses into several marnages

psychoanalvsis, and a vovage to En-
gland as a skilled navigator. He is a
caring and daring psvchologist who con-
tinuously explores the nature of human
nature. In Search of Mind: Essays in
Autobiography 15 one of a series of
career studies of eminent scholars spon-
sored by the Sloan Foundation.

Available from Harper & Row, 10 E,
53 St.. New York, NY 10022, for
$20.00.

Schooling In America:
Scapc%uat and Salvation.
Seymour B Sarason
North Babyvlon, New York
The Free Press, 1953
—Reviewed by William Leary, North Baby-

lon Union Free School District

Sevimour Sarason discovered in 1953
that learning might better take place in
educational settings other than tradi-
tional  classrooms.  He  argues  that
schools, both pill:h( and private, are not
“interesting” places to be or to learn.
This applies to students and teachers |
alike. He points out that he does not use |
the word “interesting” to be a synonvmn
for “happv.” The leaming process,
should be satisfving, he savs, and cites
complaints by students and teachers that
learning 15 not a satishving expenence
He mcludes in the learning process such
clements as  questioning,  challenge, |
frustration, and difficulty

What, then, does Sarason offer in his
book as possible alternatives to public
and private schools as we know them?
Very little specificallv. He does not
believe that changing the structure of
the schools, or vouchers and tax credits,
will help. He supports rethinking tradi-
tional educational patterns and devising
out-of-classroom  alternatives to leamn-
ing. but leaves it to others to design the
alternatives.

Sarason’s call to society is not a bold
one, but an old one. As a member of the
educational establishment, [ predict that
few in the schools will pay attention. It
15 too vague a banner to rally ‘round

Available from The Free Press, 836
Third Ave., New York, NY 10022, for
$20.00.

Daedalus: Journal of the
American Academy of Arts

and Sciences.

Stephen R. Graubard, Editor
Waltham, Massachusetts:
Daedalus Subscription Department, 1953

—Reviewed by lra Schwarz
This 15 a useful work for researchers
and educators concerned about the “tide
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of medioenty™ - Amenca’s schools
Presenting both “good news and bad
news, this collection of 12 essavs offers
positive and negative aspects of the con-
temporary status of arts and humamtics
cducation

According to editor Graubard, this
study is the first phase of a report “that
will eventuallv touch on humanities
instruction more generally i the coun-
trv.” Undoubtedly, the matenals of this
issue are signtheant, but there are nu-
merous “loosc-ends”—a differentiation
between “arts” and “humanities” educa-
tion. for example—which, it 1s hoped.,
will be resolved as the mvestigation
contimues

Serious students may ind Coming to
Our Senses, by the Arts, Education and
Amencas Panel (MeGraw-Hill, 1977),
and Arts and Humanities: Perspectives
{(ERIC Microfiche, ED 170, 208, 1979)
helpful comparative supplements to the
Daedalus study

Available from Dacdalus Subscrip-
tion Department, 1440 Mam St Wal-
tham. MA 02254, for $5.00

Widening Circles.
Elizabeth Lyttleton Sturz
New York
Harper & Row. 1953
—Reviewed by Rov R Pellicano, Citv Uni-
versity of New York

At a time when enties and reformers
d4rc {”C\IST!\g upon ||'|-\(_I|l'l”| \llrl.ll)l(.'ﬁ to
“rebuild” schools, Widening Circles re-
minds us that schools cannot ignore the
multiplicih of social and  economic
forces that paralvze those who drop out
of or fall through the istitution, be they
clients or staff
Elizabeth Sturz relates the need for
resocialization of alienated vouth using
work, counsellimg, peers and trained
staff to recrcate nuclear and extended
familv structure and support. The au-
thor deseribes how a narrow arrcle of
encouragement and nurturancz in the
South Bronx can gencrate individuals
capable of sclf-assurance and sclf-reh-
ance, the building blocks for success in

contemporary society. The sigmbecance
of this project 1s its emphasis on social
support and traditional values to foster
positive role models and widen vistas.
Widening Circles will provide suste-
nance for those who seck balanee i and
rehief from reforms that emphasize ex-
trinsic motivations for staff and students

Avatlable from Harmper & Row. 10 |

East 33rd St., New York, NY 10022, for
$15.95

Measurement and
Evaluation in Education
and Psvchology, 3rd ed.

Willtam A Nlehrens and Irvin | Lehmann |

\(‘l\ ani"
Holt. Rinehart and Winston

—Reviewed by Robert Crumpton. Mimneso-
ta State Department of FEducation, St. Paul

Comprehension Instruction:
Perspectives and

Suggestions.

Duffv. Laura R Rochler, and
Jana Mason, Editors

\l'l’l \r}rl‘

longman. Inc .
—Reviewed by Phal N\ ik, University of South
Dakota, \'ermullion

Gerald G

1983

The rescarch on comprehension and
the teaching of comprehension from the
Institute for Rescarch on Teaching and
the Center for the Study of Reading s
svinthesized by the editors i this vol-
ume. The book 1s an cfort to improne
the practice of teachmg comprehension
m reading and other content arcas for
public school personnel and  teacher

| educators

| for practtioners 1s that effective educa- |

tional decisions are based on accurate
information. and that the responsibility
of gathering, using, and imparting that
information belongs to educators. The
contents of this book are clear and
(_'ﬂl'l'lpr(.'h{_"l'l“\{.'. 1.||l.'r(.' a1 certam

[ knowledges, skills. and understandings

for which classroom teachers. counsel-
ors, and school admmistrators should be
held accountable 1f they are to collect
accurate and uscful mformation. No
formal course work i either testing or
statistics 15 necessan to understand the
text. Each chapter presents what the
learner 15 expected to know after studv-
ing the matenal: the theory and com-

ments with L'x;nnpics; a summary; pomts |

to ponder: and references. The mtro-
ductory chapter discusses the relation-
ship between information gathering and
education decision making as well as the
purposes of measurement and evalua-
tion. The remainder of the book gives
an encvelopedic coverage of basic and
current issues i measurement and eval-
uation.

Available from Holt. Rinchart and
Winston, 383 Madison Ave., New
York, NY 10017,

Part 1 of the book scts the stage for
examimmg comprehension instruction,
part 2 focuses on constramts of mstruc-

Tho bage ratiorale bahind this et , tiwom; part 3 exammes vanous kinds of

texts and readabihty formulas. part 4
emphasizes how to teach comprehen-
sion, mcluding teacher questioning, -
structional strategies. direct explanation
and others; and the last part 15 a single
chapter which summanzes parts 2-4

Available from Longman. Inc.. 13640
Broadwav, New York, NY 1536, for
$29 95

Perspectives: A Teaching
Guide to Concepts of Peace.

Cambndge. Massachusetts
Educators for Social Responsibality, 1953

—Reviewed by Bethene LeMahieu, Mont-
clair Public Schools. Montclair. New Jersev

What does peace mean? How can
be preserved? Who can be considered a

peacemaker? These are the kinds of |

issues dealt with in the book. Many K-6
and 7-12 activitics and many. often
opposing, views are collected for the
teacher

—
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Reviews

Some may regard the matenial as
pohtical. The contnibutors, cightv of
them, are sensitive to that problem
Issues are [)!L‘\t"lll('(! in their ¢ rullpil_-\lh

A chapter on conflict resolution
skills to give students practical cxperi-
ence in pracemaking—is mcluded m
both the K-6 and T=12 scetions. Stu-
dents are L'nu-umgcd b nmagine the
future—to sce choices and  alterna-
tives—and to be conhdent that the fu-
ture 15 thers to control

Teachers, primanly. but also adnun-
istrators and parents, will ind a wealth
of matenal i this book, Extensive bibli-
ographies are imcluded

\vailable from Educators for Social
Responsibilitv, 23 Garden St.. Cam-

bridge, MA 02135

Putting Computer Power in
Schools
lern and Janice Patterson
Englewnad Cliffs
Prentice-Hall. Inc.. 1953
—Reviewed by Arthur Steller. Superinten-
dent of Schools. Mercer County Fublic
SC}T“‘JF‘_ Pfln(_'(.’l'fin_ \I! est \.irgfnia

Computers are the latest educational
tidal wave to sweep over the nation's
schoolhouses. Public and professional
interest in this technology can be over-
whelmimg. The terminology and the
hardware itsclf are hurdles for the com-
puter novice. This practical volume de-
mystifiecs computer jargon and offers
step-byv-step guidelines for implement-
ing a computer program within a school
district.

k.ducators can draw from the numer-
ous examples of applications in schools
across the countrv. Two computer liter-
acy model programs are described in |
sufficient detail to be helpful for curric-
ulum developers. After reading this
book, administrators will likely revisit
the sections on establishing manage-
ment information systems, reducing pa-
perwork, creating startup plans, and de-
veloping long-range plans for computer
education. Chapters on computer assist-
ed instruction and computer managed
instruction will draw the attention of |
teachers and supervisors.

Purchasing a computer 1s made casier
by following the authors” “Computer

Selection  Checklist. ™  Another item
even more useful s the “software evalu-
ation form.” This new  guidebook

doesn’t answer cvery single queshion
about computers, but it gocs a long way
in aiding those concerned with Putting
Computer Power in Schools

Program Fvaluation
Sourcebook, Design Manual,
and Sourcebook Casebook
Rabert €0 Brinkerhoff, Dale N\ Brethower,
Terrv Hiuchyy,
and [en Ridings Nowakowsk:
Hingham, Mass

Kluwer Beastem, Inc., 1943

—Reviewed by Ldward Garten, [Directar of
Libraries and Media Services,
Tech Universitv, Cookeville

Tennessee

These matenals, developed by the
Evaluation Traiming Consortium proj-
ect at Western Nichigan University, are
designed to be used in professional de-
velopment programs and projects in pri-
vate and public agencies, public
schools, and colleges and universities.
The matenals are about designing, con-
ducting. and using cvaluation, empha-
sizing its power to improve current and
future training efforts. The materials
can be used by one person or a group.
The package contains several parts: (1)
Sourcchook, containing guidelines, re-
sources, and references for each of seven
evaluation steps, for example: focusing

an evaluation and clanfyving its purpose; |

designing an evaluation; collecting in-

formation; analvzing information; re- |

porting, interpreting, and using the
findings: managing evaluation activities;
and evaluating cvaluation cfforts; (2)
Caschook, a collection of 12 stones
about evaluation applied to real-life
projects and programs; and (3) Design
Manual, containing a programmed set
of directions, worksheets, and checklists
to help design an evaluation. This re-
viewer was impressed with the evident
comprchensiveness of the materials,

their hugh level of readability, and over-
all practicahity. Morcover, orgamzation-
al and gr.lphlL attractiveness add to their
uscfulness. Its Tueid and compelling ap-
proach to evaluation should receve
wide attention among  cducators and
school admustrators

Available from Kluwer-Nijhoff Pub-
lishing, Kluwer Boston, Inc., 190 Old
Derby St Hingham, MA 02043, for
§75.85

Electronic Life: How to Think
About Computers
\lichael Crichton
New York
AMfred A Knopf, 1953
—Reviewed by Albert 1. Goldberg, Wavne
County  Intermediate  School — District.
Wavne. \Michigan

We now have a new genre of wnting:
confessions of prominent people whao
reveal “How [ overcame my fear of
computers,” “How [ leamed enough
jargon to get on with it,” and “How |
learned to love v computer. ™

Crichton—physician (Harvard Medi-
cal School), writer (Andromeda Strain).
and  movie  director (Westworld,
Comai—is a Inghly radable  author
who offers an abundance of good sense
to the computer mnocent. Today's and
tomorrow’s computers, he savs, are as
casy to use as the telephone. To make
the hardware and software do our bid-
ding, we need a numimum of technical
expertise and jargon—about as much as
it takes to be able to discuss most sports
It's a new language, but not an impossi-
ble one.

The book is upbeat; the lavout makes
for casv browsing, to pick up and put
down. It is orgamized alphabetically,
with a number of cross-references

Crnichton believes people should de-
velop a positive attitude about comput-
ers, with realistic expectations, vet be
wary of the hvpe from vendors, and
especially from recent converts to com-
puters.

Available from Alfred A. Knopf, New
York, NY, for $12.95.

|
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