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Alas for us educators and Ruth
Nickse. this book's utle reflects more a
goul yetto be pursued than a goal widely
realized. I the contents of this book are
any indication, few examples of authen-
tic CBE practice exist in our public
Nevertheless. the intellectual
toundations for building them seem sub-
stantial

schools

CBE practice has gone well
beyond Mimimum Competency Testing
(MCT) in educational settings in which
the custody/control  of  minornty-age
youngsters 1s not the overnding concern
of either the educators or the policy
boards that govern their own programs
such as adult education, the military, and
private industry or even the Scouts. One
clear intent of the book 1s to get educa-
tors to examine the richness and com
plexaty of both CBE theory and practice
without falling into the simphstic reduc-
tionism of equating 1t with either basic
skills, objectives-based instructions, or
Ustandards-based™  examination  and
promotion schemes., all of which abound
in our schools

In a complex. eclectic first chapter,
Arthur Chickening and Charles Claxton
provide a conceptuahization of compe
tence that identifies many kinds and lev-
cls and suggests that while ~crvival skills
and hite skills are ats most pragmatic
manilestations, and
self-determination are its essential foun-
danon. The nescapable conclusion of
this chapter guides the rest of the book.
in other words. CBE 1s different from
conventional schooling experience in
part because 1t seeks to develop and as-
sess real competence 1n learners—not
just academic skills. Much of the re-
mainder of the book 15 about this distinc-
tion. particularly the thoughtful chapters
by Louis Rubin on “"How Can Compe-

ego-development

tencies Be Taught?™” Del

by H
Schalock on “"How Can Competencies
Be Assessed?” Both base their analyses

on factors that educators need to con
sider 1f the competencies bemng taught
and assessed involve “life-role perform
as well as school skills. While
neither suggests that the avarlable alter-
natives are simple. both stress that

ance’’

least there are available alternatives for
educators to examine

The remaming chapters illustrate three
important aspects of those altermatives
operational. conceptual. and pohitical
Larry McClure and Joanne Leigh de-
scribe the philosophy, operational tea-
and ongoing concerns of 13 highly
diverse examples of CBE programs
This operational diversity 1. unfortu-
natelv. never systematically  analyzed
and distilled mto dimensions, compo-
nents, or criteria that give this particular
set of programs their umque “"CBE™
character. Each 1s described as having
“elements of CBE.™" but neither in this
chapter nor in the rather disappointing
one on “"What is CBE?"
set ol essental
oped

Scott Thomson analvzes CBE 1 his
chapter "CBE and Secondary Schools”
and comes close to embracing MCT as
an adequate mamtestation of CBE. That.
from my perspective. 1s precisely what
the book as a whole tries to avoid. Thom
son’s analysis. however. beautitully 1l-
lustrates the political character of CBE

tures

IS @ systemanic

charactenistics  devel

implementation. He ofters three scenar-
108 about what could happen to CBE in
the future: (1) secondany schools will
eventually embrace s hite-role.
flexible character: (2) schools will re-
main tied o current MCT policies. (3)
the entire competency-related accounta
bility. movement will be abandoned in
the face of budget cuts and margmal pro-
gram ellectiveness. Thomson makes a
good case tor the viability of the first see-
I beheve. however. that this will
happen only when educators abandon
thewr love attair with subject manter dety
mtions of educational goals and Carne
mie Umit requirements tor graduation.
and 1 see few signs of that happening in
our current era of Discal and phillosophy
cal conservatism

time-

nario

Reviews of National Policies
for Education: United States
Federal Policies for Education
for the Disadvantaged

Paris, France
M gan Co-€pere '
TUN
Reviewed v William  Leanm Riowkville
Cenrre Unten Free School Daserrer, Rowkville

Cenree, New York

When visitors trom other countries
view compensatony education programs
i the United States. they bring the expe-
their countries o the
seene. For example. “guestworkers™ in
Europe parallel the problem of ethnic
minornties here

nence ol own

Perhaps the major point of this study 1s

that even though education ““pursues
goals of its own. 7t cannot be separated
trom the world of work. No matter what
retorms occur in educatung the disadvan-
taged. none will be successful as long as
large numbers of graduates cannot find
T'he contend that the
Amerncan education svstem cannot con-

duct reforms in a social vacuum. and

10hs observers

wider social and economic reforms are
NCCeSsary

Although the ditficulties facing those
imvolved in educating the disadvantaged
are numerous. the foreign observers
noted the “strong confidence ™ that con-
nnues among American educators and
the general public
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Available from OECD Publications
and Information Center. 1750 Pennsyl-
vania Avenue NW, Washington. DC
20006 for $8.50.

The Essential Middle School.

Jon Wiles and Joseph Bondi
Columbus. Ohto
Charles E. Merrill Publishing
Company, 198/

—Reviewed by Ann Maoniot, Pittshurgh Pub-
fie Schools, Pittshurgh, Pennsvivania

During the 1970s the middle school
movement entered a new decade of ma-
turity. bringing new insights for plan-
ning the middle schools of the 1980s.
The key to the success of today’s middle
school is the people within the school.
This is the main theme of The Essential
Middle School. Wiles and Bondi exam-
ine roles and responsibilities for devel-
oping and/or maintaining a middle
school environment that places emphasis
on the learner, the teacher. and the par-
ents and community.

The authors intend this book to be a
resource for undergraduates. post-
graduates, and practitioners interested in
bettering middle school education.

Available from Charles E. Merrill
Publishing Company for $16.95

Working With
Troubled Children.
Victor Savicki and Rosemary Brown
New York:

Human Sciences Press, 1981

—Reviewed by Svivester Kohut, Jr.. Tennes-
see Technological Universiev. Cookeville.
Tennesiee

Based on their experiences in training
counselors, social workers, parents, and
pre- and inservice teachers. Savicki and
Brown have written a practitioner’s
guide for breaking down barriers and es-
tablishing better communications with
children labeled as habitual delinquents,
mildly retarded, or emotionally dis-
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turbed. Information and skills activities
outlined in the book range from the use
of verbal and nonverbal cues. values
clarification, self-disclosure. physical
restraint, and tantrums to group dynam-
ics and play therapy. Interwoven
throughout the narrative are numerous
examples. cartoons. and drawings that
highlight key mastery skills for the
reader

Available from Human Sciences
Press, 72 Fifth Avenue. New York, NY
10011 for $24 .95

Improving Assessment of
Schoolchildren.

Carol Schneder Lielz
San Francivee, Californ
Josvey-Bass, 1981

—Reviewed by Phil Vik. Universine of South
Daketa, Vermihon. South Daketa

The message is—assessment 1s a tool.
not an alternative to consultation. Lidz
writes a comprehensive guide for school
psychologists for evaluating cogmtive,
emotional. and physical problems in
school children.

She focuses on alternatives to tradi-
tional assessment procedures. including
those criticized as discriminating against
ethnic minorities and other assessment
technmiques such as: psychosituational,
interview, play. drawing techniques.
and crnitenion-referenced  procedures
Besides giving modifications of the
WISC. Stanford-Binet. Bender Gestalt.
and projective measures. Lidz also uses
case studies and analyzes PL 94-142 in
relation to assessment.

Available from
514.95

Jossey-Bass  for

The Philosophy of Schooling.

Robin Barrow
Somerser, New Jerses
Halsted Press, 1981

—Reviewed by Malcolm Evany, Montgomery
Tenwenship Schooly, Skillman. New Jerven

In The Philosophy of Schooling Bar-
row models the tools of the analytic
philosopher for students. theorists, and
practitioners and applies analytic philos-
opher’s skills to educational concerns.

Intended as an introductory text for
students of educational philosophy. this
book may also increase the quality
of educators” discussions about the pur-
poses and organization of schools.

Available from Halsted Press. John
Wiley and Sons. Inc.. One Wiley Drive.
Somerset. NJ 08873 for $16.95

The Mathematical Education
of Exceptional Children
and Youth: An
Interdisciplinary Approach.
Vincent . Glennon, editor
Reston, Virgma

The Natonal Counerl of Teachers
of Mathemanes, 98/

—Reviewed by Jane Hambin, Behavior Edu-
catten Center, Wheeling, Hinon

How often 1s heard “"Don’t give me
theory. | need something practical.”
Well. here it s Not only 15 1t a splendid
text designed for professionals teaching
mathematics to exceptional children and
youth but it 15 also valuable for all teach-
ers. support personnel, and teacher edu-
cators

Problems n teaching  mathematics
arise from a lack of sound knowledge of
the learner’s charactenstics. the mathe-
matics itself, or the vanables i an in-
structional psvehology

Practical models. hists of suggestions,
and defimtions abound in this readable
compilation from mathematics educators
and special educators

Second in a professional reterence se-
ries. preceded by Researclin Mathemat-
108 Education, the sound scholarship evi-
dent in these publications whets the
appetite tor more

Available from Nanonal Council of
Teachers of Mathematics. 1906 Associa-
tion Drive. Reston. VA 22091 tor S28.

Prison or Paradise?

fesmnes eoned Muareia Ko
Piuladelplia
Plidadelplia Press. 1980

Rebecoa Brandt
Calleee

Central
Hastines,

—Reviewed
Techeal  Commnin,
Nebraska

Which of your students will someday
jomn o rehgious cult” The Rudins say
most ol the two to three mulhon current
cult members are white middle class
youths (18-26). trequently ntclligent
and well-educated. They assert that in
the U.S alone over 1.300 new cults
have appeared since 1965, Their descrip-
tions of the characteristics and Irighten-
ing practices of nine major cults. includ-
ing  Rev Sun  Myung  Moon's
Uniticaton Church. ring true: they con-
firm my own observations duning the
three months | was a *“moonie” " in 1974,

Educators should read Prison or Para-
dise’ so they can alert students to this
insidious threat to their freedom

Available from Fortress Press. 2900
Queen Lane, Philadelphia. PA 19129 for
$8.95
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