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How has collective bargaining affected curriculum de 
velopment? We investigated that question in Pennsyl 
vania where a law requiring collective bargaining in 
school districts was enacted in 1970. By 1977 most 
school districts in the state had negotiated two to four 
contracts, and with each new contract there" was in 
creased attention to curriculum issues.

Our study dealt with three topics known to be related 
to curriculum improvement: the number of days pro 
vided for inservice education, the existence of curri 
culum councils, and expenditures for instructional ma 
terials. We selected a stratified random sample of 48 
school districts and gathered the data by questionnaire 
and a personal visit to each district.

We found no growth in the number of inservice days 
for curriculum development, and except for one group 
of schools (those with a student population of 3,501- 
5,500) no significant growth in establishment of cur 
riculum councils and no significant increase in spend 
ing for instructional equipment and materials.

The literature points to the importance of each of these 
factors in curriculum development. Curriculum councils 
provide a desirable vehicle for teacher involvement in 
decision making. Successful curriculum change requires 
thorough staff development and adequate funds for 
materials and equipment. Our study shows that, at 
least in Pennsylvania, collective bargaining has had 
little influence in these areas.  

Victor L. Dupuis is Professor of Education, Pennsylvania 
State University, University Park; and Leroy E. Reick is 
Superintendent of Schools, Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin.

116

Educa. Leadership

Educational Testing Service

Programs
Continuing 

Education
Presents Workshops On

Organizing, Managing, and Evaluating 
Programs for Gifted and 
Talented Students
October 20-22,1980

Evaluation of Writing: 
Responsibilities and Realities
November 5-6,1980

Program Evaluation
November 12-13,1980

Formative Evaluation: 
Helping Teachers Teach
December 2-4,1980

Place: P rinceton, New Jersey

Fees: Two-day workshop. ....... $110.00
Three-day workshop ...... $175.00

Fees include tuition, instructional 
materials, luncheons, and between- 
meal refreshments.

Phone or write:
Jane M.Williams
Programs of Continuing Education
Educational Testing Service
Princeton, New Jersey 08541
(609)734-1103

These workshops can be adapted to 
your school district's needs and 
offered at your home site.
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