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Studying Your Community. By 
Ronald L. Warren. New York: Rus 
sell Sage Foundation, 1 955. 
Since public schools have become 

increasingly aware of their role as social 
institutions, studying the community— 
which is the immediate social construct 
to which the school responds as a social 
agent—has come into major focus in 
American education. The "community 
school" concept, use of community re 
sources, the community as a laboratory 
for learning, and the social diagnosis 
of community forces have all been 
added to the framework of our educa 
tional philosophy. Perhaps the least 
amount of attention has been given, 
however, to community social diagnosis 
as a research tool in educational plan 
ning. Ronald L. Warren's book, Study 
ing Your Community, is, therefore, a 
welcome addition to this neglected area 
of professional investigation.

Probably its greatest values will be 
found in two fields of educational re 
search: (a) in the area of school plan 
ing for total community needs, usually 
undertaken by school boards or admin 
istrative groups seeking to establish a 
frame of reference in which to organize 
a school system that responds to local 
social and ecological conditions of the 
school district; and (b) in teacher 
education for those who believe that 
a study of the community at firsthand 
is a vital part of the learning process in
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training teachers. Warren apparently 
has compiled his book with an eye to 
its use by lay citizens and by profes 
sionals from various fields, rather than 
restricting his study to a scholarly ma 
trix understood only by sociologists or 
community planners. His volume, 
therefore, can be easily understood and 
assimilated by those carrying on action 
research at the local level. Educators 
will welcome this book, therefore, as~3—~\ 
handbook that is written in simple X 
language and which sets up guidelines I 
for specific studies in such fields as 
health, recreation, religious activities, 
and communication, as well as educa 
tion itself.

Warren cautions his readers \|rho are 
specialists in any of these fields that 
each may find shortcomings in the out 
line of factors to be considered within 
his own area. He states, quite frankly, 
that the book is an attempt to explore 
the socio-economic dimensions of the 
total community, and each specialist 
using this handbook on his owf| must 
pursue those interests that are beyond 
the research framework of any particu 
lar chapter. In this respect, educators 
might quarrel on several specific scores 
with the author's treatment of educa 
tion in the community. His list of edu 
cational references are imbalanced, for 
example containing nothing specifically 
in elementary education, and ignoring 
such definitive statements of poKcy in
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a. new locial ptoltlaml text

'YOUTH FACES AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
by Leo J. Alilunas and J. Woodrow Sayre 

edited by STANLEY E. DIMOND
A Problems in Democracy text featuring a thorough, balanced 
treatment of the basic principles of democratic living. Con 
tent ranges from discussion of the critical personal problems 
of youth to national and international governmental issues.

a. new science tevi&ion

"SCIENCE FOR MODERN LIVING
by Victor C . Smith, Katherine Clarke, Barbara Henderson and 
W. E. Jones
Additions of science concepts and principles, expanded science material, new 
activities and exercises, functional, colorful new drawings, and large new 
type are featured in the new Second Edition of SCIENCE FOR MODERN 
LIVING. Teachers' Manuals available.

J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY
secondary education as Education For 
All American Youth. Educationists 
may also wish to qualify such state 
ments as the generalization the author 
makes about reasons for the teacher 
shortage, basing his conclusions on the 
salary differential rather than upon the 
total conditions of teaching which are 
equally important in driving teachers 
into other lines of work. (p. 99.) In 
defense of the author, who is a sociol 
ogist by profession, his chapter on edu 
cation, however, is objective and quite 
comprehensive within the purposes for 
which it was written. In tracing 
changes of American education, for 
example, he does not allow himself to 
be trapped by faddists or emotional 
attacks on the public schools. His gen 
eralizations about public education in 
this country are, on the whole, sound 
and logically developed.

Perhaps the most useful part of this 
book is to be found in the questions 
that Warren has developed as guides 
to community research for the various 
areas he covers. These questions can be 
adapted to local surveys and will help 
survey teams to get an overview that 
they might otherwise miss. Some 
chapters, such as the one on health, 
contain over 250 questions on the sub 
ject; the chapter on education contains 
nearly 200. Added together, the ques 
tions in each section come to well over 
1000 items which those interested in 
community surveys can use as guides to 
research.

Finally, this book has been written 
for the kind of "action research" which 
educators so often find applicable to 
educational planning. The author 
states this purpose throughout the en 
tire volume, but perhaps he best sum-
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marizes the research objectives of com 
munity surveys at the end:

Knowledge about the community has 
value if it is used only as an aid in the nor 
mal discharge of the duties of citizenship; 
or it may lead to more definite, enterprising 
action toward community betterment. In 
any case, the survey is not an end product; 
it is a tool to work with. The end product is 
a healthy, vital, growing community whose 
citizens are alert to its needs and possibilities 
and active in building the type of com 
munity they want. (p. 307.)

Since educators are firmly committed 
to social change in exactly as positive 
a sense as this, Studying Your Com 
munity provides them with a thought 
ful and well organized research guide 
by which such an objective can be more 
fully realized. It is a goal that can be 
hoped for, especially by educators who 
believe in community diagnosis as a 
means of improving public education

A complete authoritative guide 

FROM SCHOOL PROGRAM 
TO SCHOOL PLANT

John H. derrick
Ohio State University

Ralph D. McLeary
Supt. of Schools, Jackson, Mich.

Wilfred F. Clapp
Mich. Dept. of Public Instruction

Walter F. Bogner
Harvard University

for its children and the citizens of the 
community who are served by the 
schools.

—Reviewed by JEROME G. DISQUE, 
professor of education, San Francisco 
State College, San Francisco, Cali 
fornia.
Values of Future Teachers. By Fay L. 

Corey. New York: Bureau of Pub 
lications, Teachers College, Colum 
bia University, J 955. 139 p .
This book contains material which is 

l>oth comforting and disconcerting to 
the interested reader. Packed into the 
139 pages are a great many provocative 
findings concerning the responses of a 
large number of preservicc teachers at 
tending nine state schools of education.

The major purpose of the study was, 
"to determine what the values of future

• Meeting a recognized need for a 
sound, provocative text for col 
lege courses, this book is the re 
sult of the combined efforts of a 
team of experts in school plan 
ning, school administration, and 
school architecture. It offers a 
complete, authoritative guide to 
the process of planning a school 
so that it will carry out an edu 
cational program effectively.
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Best Current Practices in a Vital Area

TEACHING WORLD AFFAIRS IN AMERICAN
SCHOOLS
A Case Book

Edited by Samuel Everett and Christian O. Arndt, w ith a Fore 
word by William Heard Kit pat rick.
Based on a canvass sponsored by the JOHN DEWEY SOCIETY, this book 
represents the best current practices of American schools for education 
in world affairs. Its offering of a wealth of representative cases on 
teaching in the classroom, through forums, conferences, out-of-class 
activities, community cooperation, in-service teacher training, and adult 
education, make it a \aluable source for teachers and educators at all 
levels. 14.00

Af your bookstore or from 
HARPER & BROTHERS
49 E. 33rd st. New York 16, N. Y.

teachers . . . actually are and how they 
relate to accepted values which noted 
educators consider imperative to fos 
ter. . . ."

To obtain evidence, all 2-itcm ques 
tionnaire was administered to students. 
This instrument was designed to elicit 
responses in ten value areas considered 
essential to the democratic way of life. 
In addition, twenty students attending 
Cortland State Teachers College were 
selected to participate in a scries of 
tapc-rccorclcd discussions.

The major finding, reported in per 
centages, is that the majority disagree 
with items which are essentially "social 
istic" and "Godless." Evidence is pre 
sented to indicate that many of the stu 
dents appear to be struggling with fears 
which tend to inhibit the desire to ex 
amine controversial issues critically.

There is also evidence suggesting that 
some of the teacher trainees support 
views which are basically authoritarian 
and undemocratic. Data are also pre 
sented which indicate that there is 
considerable variation between what 
students say and what they do.

On the negative side, one may raise 
many questions about the techniques 
of the study and the analysis of results. 
The items on the questionnaire do not 
appear to be characteristic of attitude 
items, but rather seem to be similar to 
those on opinionnaircs. Another,factor 
of concern to this reader is the feeling 
that many of the items appear to be 
acceptable to the majority largely be 
cause they are verbalisms.

In the report of the findings there are 
several puzzling items related to pro 
cedure. In some instances the author
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ANNOUNCING
A NEW First and Second Grade Arithmetic Program

UNDERSTANDING ARITHMETIC
Sanda

GRADES I a nd 2 

Schmidt • Williams McSwain

(Juhtanuinq

, Write for 
descriptive circular

Step-by-step teaching plan 
Tested and developed in the classroom 
Each lesson is clearly defined 
Provisions for independent activity 
Complete helpful teachers' editions

LAIULAW BROTHERS River Forest. Illinois 
Summit, New Jersey • Palo Alto, Calif. • Dallas, Texas • Atlanta, Ga.

indicates that a "slight" majority 
agreed on an item. In one case the 
"slight" majority turned out to be 70% 
of the sample. In the same case the 
"undecided" and the "disagree" re 
sponses were combined and called the 
minority opinion. Are we to assume 
that those who took a definite stand 
and those who were undecided are 
really "birds of a feather"?

In the conclusion it is pointed out 
that for every statement there is a 
minority opinion. This seems to cause 
some concern for the author. Are we 
to suppose that Dr. Corey would have 
desired 100% uniformity of opinion for 
each statement? Is this consistent with 
the value, "Intelligence and Freedom 
to Think"? It seems that in her earnest 
desire to have all students accept the

democratic values the author may have 
neglected the worth of the noncon 
formist and status-quo-oriented indi 
viduals.

It seems possible that much of the 
variability in response might be ex 
plained in terms of item construction 
and the limitations of paper and pencil 
tests of this nature.

It should be pointed out that this 
book is well worth reading. For teach 
ers, administrators and lay people con 
cerned with any aspect of education 
there are the challenges, "Are we doing 
a good enough job? What more can we do?"

—Reviewed by MARVIN TAYLOR, p ro 
fessor of education, Queens College, 
New York, New York.
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