Curriculum Bulletins

Column Editor: Eleanor Merritt

Elementary Schools Report Progress

COUNTLESS numbers of outstanding
teaching guides, in each curriculum
area, are being produced annually. Be-
cause of this large output, the selection
of guides that deserve inclusion in this
column is a difficult task. These guides
represent hours of thoughtful planning
on the part of teacher committees, ad-
ministrators, parents and consultants.
It is encouraging to note the number
of guides which are products of work-
shops held during the summer in con-
junction with college and university
programs and with their personnel to
provide leadership.

Listed below are some of these teach-
ing guides selected from various cur-
riculum areas.

»-Kansas City Public Schools. Science
Experiences in the Elementary School.
Curriculum Bulletin 82, Kansas City,
Missouri, 1952, 211 p. $1.50.

This excellent bulletin should be a
source of inspiration to the teacher of
elementary science. Four areas of in-
terest are suggested as minimum for
each grade level. Two of these areas
center in the biological sciences and two
in the physical sciences. Two supple-
mentary units are included for each
grade, one through eight. Experiences
and activities in the four interest areas
have been tried experimentally in the
classrooms. The organizational pat-
tern for each unit includes: overview;
suggested approaches; developmental
problems and understandings; activi-
ties and experiences; suggested culmi-
nating activities; suggested supplemen-
tary units; and resource materials.
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»Minneapolis Public Schools. Kinder-
garten For Your Child. Minneapolis,
Minnesota, 1952, 40 p.

To acquaint parents with the kinder-
garten program in the Minneapolis
schools, this illustrated guide is present-
ed. Child development characteristics;
the kindergarten program; parent and
teacher cooperation; school staff serv-
ices; books for parents and children;
and rules and regulations for the kin-
dergarten child are included in this in-
teresting and well-organized publica-
tion.

»Indianapolis Public Schools. = Social
Studies. A Tentative Guide For Teach-
ers. Primary Grades. Curriculum Bul-
letin Number One. Indianapolis, In-
diana, 1952, 227 p. (mimeographed).

This first in a series of tentative social
studies bulletins for the Indianapolis
schools includes geography, history,
ethics, citizenship and community serv-
ices.

The actual production of the series
of guides took place in a summer work-
shop after much preliminary commit-
tee work. The sequence of content for
the first three grades includes: The Im-,
mediate Environment; The Immediate
Community; and Life of People. Char-
acteristics of children at each age level
are included. This guide should pro-
vide the teacher with an abundance of
suggestions to draw upon in planning
units to meet local needs.

»Indianapolis Public Schools. Social
Studies. A Tentative Guide For Teach-
ers. Intermediate Grades. Curricu-
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Jum Bulletin Number Two. Indian-
apolis, Indiana, 1952, 239 p. (mimeo-
graphed) .

This second bulletin in the Indianap-
olis Social Studies Series is prepared for
the middle elementary grades. Se-
quence themes (grades 4-6) include:
Life in Indiana; Life in the United
States; Life in the New World; and
Life in the Old World. Suggestions
are given for initiating the unit, pupil-
teacher planning, problem-solving, ac-
tivity correlation with reading, oral
expression, written expression, spelling,
art and music, and evaluation. Child
development characteristics for this age
group are briefly stated. General ob-
jectives, specific objectives, content, sug-
gested activities, evaluation, and in-
structional materials and resources com-
prise the organizational pattern for the
units in this publication.

»Indianapolis Public Schools. Social
Studies. A Tentative Guide for Teach-
ers. Junior High School. Curriculum
Bulletin Number Three. Indianapolis,
Indiana, 1952, 171 p. (mimeographed).

Units for the seventh and eighth
grade levels are included in this third
bulletin of the social studies series.
The final pages include a required pre-
election government unit for sixth,
seventh, and eighth grades. As in the
previous two bulletins, suggestions of
practical value are given the teacher.
This guide and the two preceding it
in the series are in plastic-type binders.
Mimeographing on both sides of the
paper would have produced less bulky
publications.

»Newton Public Schools. Arithmetic
in Newton. A Teachers’ Guide. Kin-
dergarten-Grade 3. Newton 60, Massa-
chusetts, 1950, 222 p. (mimeographed) .

The learning of arithmetic through
meaningful experiences is stressed in
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this illustrated guide. The organiza-
tional pattern for each grade level con-
sists of: Introductory Statement; Ob-
jectives; Planned Learning Experiences
(mathematical, social, informational,
integrated and problem-solving) ; Ways
to Evaluate Child Growth in Arithme-
tic; Materials and Equipment; and
Reading References. Illustrative of the
integrated activities containing arith-
metic experiences are “The Circus,” and
“Luncheon.” The appendix includes
examples of the Single-Approximation
Method and the Bracket Method of
estimating answers in addition, sub-
traction, multiplication and division.

p»Newton Public Schools. Arithmetic
in Newton. A Teachers' Guide. Grades
1.6. Newton 60, Massachusetts, 1951,
209 p. (mimeographed).

The meaning theory of learning
arithmetic is again stressed in this use-
ful publication for teachers of the mid-
dle elementary grades. Illustrations
are used profusely throughout the
guide. Sample activities included are:
A Trip to a Wayside Inn, A Candy
Pull, Outdoor Education Experience,
and Comparing Batting Averages.

»Arkansas Department of Education.
An Outline of Music Education for
Grades One-Six. Little Rock, Arkan-
sas, 1951, 39 p. (mimeographed).

A music education workshop group
of the University of Arkansas was re-
sponsible for the preparation of this
helpful outline. Suggestions for the
correlation of music with reading and
the social studies are interesting inclu-
sions.

plowa U. S. Savings Bonds Division,
Treasury Department. An Experimen-
tal Program in Thrift Education. 301
Old Federal Building, Des Moines 9,
lowa, 1952, 115 p. (mimeographed).
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In Arithmetic
|:7 MATERIALS

aid living and learning
experiences of all children

Jﬂdy CLOCK

Makes time-telling interesting
—understandable. Children can
see and make the hands go in
relationship to each other by
visible gears. Attractively designed to show
minute, 5 minute and hour intervals.

M COUNTING METER

Colorful, mov-
able dials oper-
ated manually
show how tens
and hundreds
are built from
units. A prac-
tical aid in
teaching deci-
mals and reading of commonly used meters.

MHUMBER-ITE
LEEEEEHBE

A new approach to learning numbers from 1 to
10. Boards fit together only when the number
sequence is accurate. Removable colored pegs
help children to see and match symbols and
groupings.

M CLOWN

BEAN BAG GAME

For counting and learning
combinations in arithmetic,
this large 2'x3" attractively
designed, well built game ean
he used to develop other skills.

Fila folder catalog on request

THE JUDY COMPANY

310 M. 2nd 5t., Dept. CD
MINNEAPOLIS 1, MINN.
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This publication was produced by a
number of Iowa educators who formed
the Committee on Defense, Conserva-
tion and Thrift. The program repre-
sents a unique approach to a problem
of vital importance to each of us, as
well as the children for whom it was
written. Functional units are designed
for kindergarten through grade eight.
The activities and materials suggested
should be an inspiration to any teacher
desiring ideas on how to introduce the
teaching of thrift education.

P Philadelphia Public Schools. Litera-
ture for the Elementary Schools. Phil-
adelphia, Pennsylvania, 1952, 39 p.

Many practical suggestions for the
guidance of children’s experiences in
literature are presented in this brief
publication. The “Approach” in this
guide deals with philosophy; the “Con-
tent” with scope and sequence; and
“Literature in Action” with activities.

»Glendale Unified School District.
Glendale, California. Eagerly to School.
A Handbook of Information for the
Parents of Kindergarten Children.
1951, 22 p. (mimeographed).

»On We Go, Grades 1,2,8. A Hand-
book of Information for Parents of
Children in the Primary Grades. 1952,
30 p. (mimeographed) .

»Climbing Higher, Grades 4, 5, 6. A
Handbook of Information for the Par-
ents of Children in the Upper Elemen-
tary Grades. 1952, 42 p. (mimeo-
graphed) .

As a result of parent and school co-
operation, this series of parents’ hand-
books have been prepared for the kin-
dergarten, primary and intermediate
grade levels. Much valuable informa-
tion is given parents concerning school
policies, services, and the instructional
program, as well as ways parents can
help their children at each grade level.
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