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Essential Questions

• What are the strategic elements of instruction 
that support the language development needs of 

English Learners?

• How do we create opportunities for the English 
Learners in our classrooms to practice their 
language development while learning the 

language of the classroom?
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What are the Standards 
for English Learners?

English Language Proficiency Standards

&

Common Core State Standards
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English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standards

The Language 
of the 

Language 
Arts

The Language 
of 

Mathematics

The Language 
of Science

The Language 
of Social 
Studies

Social and 
Instructional 
Language
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Entering (1)        Reaching (6)

Concrete 

Explicit
Familiar
Informal
General Vocabulary
Single words and phrases
Non-conventional

Abstract

Implicit
Unfamiliar
Formal
Technical
Extended  Discourse
Conventional Forms

The second language acquisition process involves
the gradual scaffolding from: 

Standards and 
Second Language Acquisition

Language Proficiency Levels
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Examining the implications of the Common 
Core ELA Shifts 

What should we see in the 
classroom? 
• Students reading grade level-text
• Teachers Front-loading the text
• Base questions on the text
• Ask interesting questions/worth 

thinking about
• Require evidence from the text in 

answering questions
• Incorporate collaborative and 

individual instruction
• Engage students in tasks that help 

improve student’s understanding 
of complex text

• Focus on analyzing arguments 
and information in texts.

• Shift 1 Building knowledge 
through content-rich nonfiction

• Shift 2 Reading, writing and 
speaking grounded in evidence 
from text, both literary and 
informational

• Shift 3 Regular practice with 
complex text and its academic 
language

Three Literacy shifts

Source: “Publishers‘ Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts and Literacy” by David 
Coleman and Susan Pimental (2011). Adapted with permission.
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Academic Language

• What is academic language?

• How does it differ from social language?

• What are the implications for instruction?
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• Content vocabulary

• Vocabulary knowledge

• (including multiple meanings)

• Complex sentence structures and syntax

• Increasing word complexity and length

• Text organization

• Function of  transitions

• Language function/tasks

• Discourse elements (form & content)

Source: David, J. Francis, Mabel Rivera, et. al., Practical Guidelines for the Education of English Language Learners: Research-Based 
Recommendations for Instruction and Academic Interventions (RMC Research Corporation, Center on Instruction, 2006)

Academic Language  Is…
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The Language Demands of Academic 
Language and Discourse

• Language varies according to the context in which it is used..

• The context for any piece of language is characterized by three 
features… 

• These contextual factors are referred to as tenor, mode, and 
field …

All 3 refer to the register of a text…

Source: Halliday & Hansan (1985), Language: Context and Text. Burwood, Vic; Deaken University.

1. Tenor: Relationship between speaker and listener
2. Mode: Channels of communication (written or spoken lag)
3. Field:  Topic of the text
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To Describe Abstraction
An abstract concept is a relationship between ideas that 
we cannot easily act out, point to, or show with images, as 

can often be done in home and social settings.  The 
connections are hard to visualize for many students 

To Describe Complexity
One of the main functions of academic language is to 
describe complex    concepts as clearly as possible

(Schleppegrell, 2004).

To Describe Higher-Order Thinking
Academic language is used in school to describe complex 
thinking processes, often called higher-order thinking skills

Academic Language Functions

Source: Retrieved from www.jeffzwiers.com on September 17, 2012.
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• It is important to teach language in ways that allow 
English language learners to see function and 
meaning of language,  not simply the form and 
structure.  

• Content based teaching provides a ready made 
context for this.    

Content as a Context for Instruction

Source: Gibbons, P. (2009) English Learners Academic Literacy and Thinking: Learning in the Challenge Zone. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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The difficulty of your set could be 
increased if you do a jam 

followed by a peach.

Read the following 
and put in your own 

words

(paraphrase)

Reading & Writing Task
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The difficulty of your set could be increased if you 
do a jam followed by a peach.

means
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The point values you can earn on your gymnastics routine can 
be bigger if you include, in sequence, two particular skills on 
the uneven parallel bars: the “jam,” which leaves the gymnast 
sitting on the high bar; and the “peach,” where the gymnast 
moves from the high bar to the low bar.                                               

The difficulty of your set could be increased if you 
do a jam followed by a peach.

means

Source: Retrieved from http://www.readingquest.org/bkgd_sol.html on September 17, 2012.
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Chunk & Chew

What role did vocabulary and background knowledge 
play in your inability/or ability to comprehend the text?
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Multiple word meanings

Lack of background  knowledge

Technical vocabulary

Culture of gymnastics

“The difficulty of your set could be increased if you 
do a jam followed by a peach.”

What makes this text complex? 
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The Language-Concept Connection

The brain constructs meaning –
from the known to the unknown

To teach an unknown concept,
use a known language

To teach an unknown language,
use a known concept

Source: Retrieved from Cross-cultural Language Academic Development CLAD website on September 17, 2012. http://coe.sdsu.edu/people/jmora/Lng-
Concept/sld004.htm,  Used with permission

© ASCD 2012  |  Common Core State Standards

Background Knowledge

• Words are learned because of associations that connect 
the new with the known.

• Schema: the brain makes connections between ideas and 
sees how the parts relate to the whole. A framework into which 
we can place or catalogue new experiences and build new 
understandings.

• Retention is enhanced when new information is linked to 
information already existing in the brain.

• Words are labels for knowledge. As our knowledge grows, 
so does our vocabulary for codifying, understanding, and 
expressing that knowledge--most likely a reciprocal 
relationship

The Theory

Source: Effective Vocabulary Instruction: Putting Research into Practice
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 Best predictor of reading comprehension

 Influences interest and motivation

 Knowing lots of strategies cannot fully compensate 
for lack of background knowledge

Background Knowledge &  Vocabulary

Background knowledge manifests itself as vocabulary 
knowledge.   Words are labels for our knowledge 

packets; the more words we have, the more packets of 
knowledge, the more background knowledge. 

-Robert Marzano, 2004

Vocabulary is a pivotal component of a student’s 
background knowledge and vocabulary instruction can 

be an effective means of increasing it
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Writing to Persuade: 
Let’s practice
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Common Core State Standards
English Language Arts  Grade 8

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, 
and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant 
evidence, using accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and 
evidence.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from 
and supports the argument presented.
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Common Core State Standards
English Language Arts  Grade 8

• Read models of the 
persuasive genre

• List key features of the 
persuasive genre

• Discuss both sides of an 
argument for and against 
marine animal captivity

• Write a five paragraph essay 
persuading your audience of 
your claims!

What will students be able 
to do?

What language practice will 
students need to engage in 
order to complete their task?

• In this task students will be 
able to write an essay 
defending their position with 
clear and relevant evidence 
using the text.
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• What are students being asked to do?“

• What language do students need to complete the 

assigned task?” 

• What language structures are required for the task?

• What vocabulary is essential in order to complete 

the task?

• What strategies will help make this language 

accessible?

Language Practice

Source: Rothenberg, C. and Fisher, D. (2007). Teaching English Language Learners: A Differentiated Approach. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson.
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Read about 
The Captivity Industry

http://www.wdcs.org/submissions_bin/captivitybnd.pdf
http://www.marineconnection.org/campaigns/captivity_shows.html
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Read about the case against Captivity

• http://www.humanesociety.org/assets/pdfs/marin
e_mammals/case_against_marine_captivity.pdf
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Identifying the Language of the Genre:
Sample Persuasive Paragraph

There is a very real danger to believing the message of zoos and 
aquariums. If we pretend that we can learn about animals by watching 
them in these human-created compounds of cement and steel, then 
we are saying that natural habitats are irrelevant. …

By making captivity seem normal, zoos and aquariums hide the fact 
that forced confinement is brutal and cruel. In addition to causing 
severe physical hardships because of poor environmental 
conditions..captivity imposes serious psychological stress. Hard 
concrete, limited movement, noise, near constant exposure to visitors, 
lack of family groups, and threat or actual violence by keepers all 
undermine the animals’ well-being.

What is the author’s position with regard to zoos and aquariums?
How do you know? Can you identify the negative language?

Source: Marino, L., Bradshaw, G., and Malamud, R. (2009). The captivity industry: The reality of zoos and aquariums. Best Friends Magazine, 
18(2), 25-27.
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Persuasive Techniques

• Appeal to the Head

• Appeal to the heart

• Exaggeration

• Provide hard evidence

• Provide soft evidence

• Provide incentive/reward
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Categorize Language Characteristics 
Using a Graphic Organizer

• Use Handout 2: Loaded Words

Students are taught explicit language unique to 
persuasion by working collaboratively in 
classifying and sorting words.
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Debatable Expressions: 
Oral practice with the language of 

persuasion 

• In my opinion,

• Are you for or against?

• I strongly believe,

• I disagree entirely,

• There’s no doubt that,

• Etc.
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Magic of Three Sentence Frames 

Three nouns (or adjective combinations):

_______________, _____________, and ______________

Three verbs:

I was___________ ,______________, and_______ _____

Three parallel phrases:

At school, it’s important to_________, _________and_________
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Instructional rubric for persuasive essay 

• Why is it important to begin with a rubric?

• How would you use this rubric to guide your 
instruction?

• How would you use this rubric to guide the 
students’ writing?
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Language Proficiency Levels and 
Cognitive Tasks 

• Educators must keep in mind that the second 
language proficiency levels are not an indicator of 
cognitive functioning.  

• A student at Level I of the second language 
acquisition process is capable of performing at high 
levels of rigor in the curriculum if instruction is made 
comprehensible by using research-based practices 
for this student population.

Source: What Works for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students+
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Language Domains

Students’ vocabulary comprises the four domains of

listening, speaking, reading, and writing

• Listening  vocabulary:  made up of all the words 
students hear and understand but do not necessarily 
use in their own speech

• Speaking vocabulary: includes all the words students 
hear and use in everyday speech

• Reading vocabulary:  is a subset of student’s listening 
and speaking vocabularies and consists of the words in 
print that students can read and understand

• Writing vocabulary:  includes words that students can 
understand when listening,  speaking,  and reading, 
and can be reproduced in writing
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Writing Informational Text photo. Used with Owner’s permission. 
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Wrapping it up

1. What’s one thing you will use right away?

2. What’s one thing you want to learn more about?


