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Protocol for Materials Review: ELA K-2 
The process below can be used to review published materials, local curriculum 
guides, and locally selected collections of materials to be used in support of 
curriculum implementation for the Common Core Standards. 
 

1. Read. As a group, engage in deep reading of the document, Publishers’ 
Criteria for the Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts 
and Literacy, K-2.  First, read through the criteria, and as you read: 

 Underline key concepts 

 Circle essential vocabulary/terms 

 Write a question mark (?) next to anything that brings to mind a 
question you would like to discuss with your colleagues engaged in 
this process. 
 

2. Discuss. When you have finished reading, take time to discuss what you 
have read. What concepts did you underline and why? What essential 
vocabulary/terms did you circle and why? What questions do you wish to 
discuss with your colleagues? In the space below, note any “Ahas” that 
emerge during the group’s dialogue about key concepts, 
vocabulary/terms, and questions. 
 

AHAs 

Key Concepts Vocabulary/Terms Questions 
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3. Review. Work in pairs to review materials, either having each pair review 
the same materials (and then reach consensus across pairs when the 
process is complete) or assign different materials to each pair. Use the 
Publishers Criteria document to guide your review of the materials and 
record your findings on the form below. 

 

                      Findings: 
 
 
 
Key Criteria: 

Meets the 
Criterion 
N = Not at All 
S = Somewhat 
Y = Completely 

 
 

 
Comments/Questions/ 

Recommendations 

Reading Foundations: 

Materials meet the 
needs of a wide range of 
students, reinforcing key 
lessons in concepts of 
print, the alphabetic 
principle, and other 
basic conventions of the 
English writing system. 

  

Fluency is a particular 
focus of the materials 
prepared. 

  

Materials develop 
academic vocabulary 
prevalent in complex 
texts throughout reading, 
writing, listening, and 
speaking instruction. 

  

Materials offer 
assessment 
opportunities that 
genuinely measure 
progress in the 
foundations of reading. 

  

Text Selection: 

Texts for each grade 
align with the complexity 
requirements outlined in 
the standards. 

  

All students, including 
those who are behind, 
have extensive 
opportunities to 
encounter and 
comprehend grade-level 
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complex text as required 
by the standards. 

Text selections are 
worth reading and re-
reading. 

  

Literacy programs shift 
the balance of texts and 
instructional time to 
include equal measures 
of literary and 
informational text. 

  

Additional materials 
markedly increase the 
opportunity for regular 
independent reading of 
texts that appeal to 
students’ interests to 
develop both their 
knowledge and joy in 
reading. 

  

Questions and Tasks: 

Questions and tasks 
cultivate students’ 
abilities to ask and 
answer questions based 
on the text. 

  

Curricula provide 
opportunities for 
students to build 
knowledge through close 
reading of specific texts. 

  

Scaffolding and 
stimulant questions in 
advance of reading do 
not preempt or replace 
the text. 

  

Reading strategies 
support comprehension 
of specific texts and the 
focus on building 
knowledge. 

  

Reading selections are 
by design centrally 
located in materials.  

  

Materials offer 
assessment 
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opportunities that 
genuinely measure 
progress. 

Writing opportunities for 
students are prominent 
and varied. 
 
  Narratives (real) 
 
  Narratives (imagined) 
 
  Writing to Inform 
 
  Writing Opinions 

  

Usability and Efficacy 
 
 

  

Research and Practice 
Base 
 
 

  

 
4. Recommend:  Based on your review, decide whether to recommend use 

of the materials reviewed as is, with revision/supplementing, or not at all.  
Write your decision and the rationale for it in the space below. 

 


